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SINGING  FOR  SCHOOLS  AND  CONGEEGATIONS. 

If  man  is  immeasurably  elevated  above  the  beasts  of  the  earth  and  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  by  the  power  of  speech,  he  is  by  a  special  development  of 
that  power  brought  very  near  to  the  angels  that  have  kept  their  first  estate. 
When  Jehovah  had  fastened  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  and  laid  the  corner- 
stone thereof,  "  the  morning  stai-s — the  angels — sang  together,  and  all  the 
sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy."  When  he  bringeth  the  first-begotten  into  the 
world,  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host  gladdened  the  hearts  of  the  fearful 
shepherds  with  their  song  of  praise,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on 
earth  peace,  goodwill  towards  man."  And  when  the  veil  is  withdrawn,  and 
the  seer  of  Patmos  beholds  the  throned  Lamb,  he  hears  the  choicest  choir 
of  heaven  accompanying  with  their  golden  harps  that  new  song,  "  Thou  art 
worthy  to  take  the  book  and  to  open  the  seals  thereof;  for  thou  wast  slain,  and 
hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood."  And  again  he  hears  that  song, 
and  the  voice  of  these  harpers  "  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the 
voice  of  a  great  thunder," 

"  In  glittering  ranks,  with  wings  displayed, 
Harping  in  loud  and  solemn  choir." 

Praise,  then,  is  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega  of  creation  and  redemption. 
Music  is  the  handmaid,  the  divinely  contrived  auxiliary  of  praise.  How 
holy  a  thing  it  is  I  Wedded  to  verse — its  sphere-born  sister — the  power  of 
God  is  in  it  to  stir  up  holiest  emotions,  to  express  profoundest  thankfulness, 
and  to  pour  out  earnest  yearnings  of  the  soul. 

Why,  then,  in  the  dwellings  of  the  righteous  should  there  not  be  heard 
the  voice  of  joy  and  gladness  ?  Why  should  there  be  one  Christian  man's 
home  in  which  the  knowledge  of  music  is  a  thing  of  indifference  ?  Why 
should  there  be  many  amongst  us,  calling  ourselves  children  of  God,  who 
are  painstaking  and  ready  at  learning  the  songs  of  Adah  and  Zillah,  and 
careless  and  ignorant  about  the  Lord's  song  ?  Will  not  God  require  this  at 
our  hands  ? 

Is  it  right  that  any  who  call  themselves  followers  of  Christ  should  spend 
much  money,  much  time,  and  much  pains  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
music  as  an  accomplishment  for  the  drawing-room,  and  give  themselves  no 
concern  about  the  praises  of  God  in  the  church  ?  Is  it  right  that  any  such 
should  be  very  ready  to  enchant  the  ear  amid  gay  companions,  and  yet  be 
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ashamed  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  the  church  ?  Is  it  right  for  our 
better- educated  people,  especially  those  who  have  been  educated  with 
tunable  voices,  and  who  have  acquired  some  knowledge  of  music,  to  sit 
inditferentl}'^  in  their  own  snug  pews  and  leave  the  praises  of  our  God  to  the 
Nethenims — the  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  ? 

There  is  much  talk  about  improving  the  psalmody  of  the  church,  and 
there  is  urgent  necessity  for  it.  The  style  of  singing  which  prevails  amongst 
us  is  most  dolorous.  Even  in  our  best  congregations  it  is  very  weak  and 
heartless.  It  is  by  many  not  performed  at  all,  and  by  most  with  apathy. 
It  has  no  choral  effect;  it  is  a  jumble  of  sounds.  Few  of  the  men  take  their 
proper  part — bass  or  tenor — but,  if  they  do  sing  at  all,  vociferate  the 
women's  part — the  air  or  tune. 

If  the  singing  of  praise  be  a  proper  and  becoming  part  of  our  worship, 
and  if  it  be  enjoined  by  the  Word  of  God,  it  is  our  duty  to  do  it  with  the 
best  of  our  powers.  It  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  people  to  bestow  pains 
on  this  part  (the  only  one  in  which  they  join  audibly)  as  of  the  minister  to 
make  careful  preparation  for  his  part  in  the  pulpit.  If  he  be  required  to 
prepare  himself  by  long  study  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  is  it  too 
much  to  require  of  the  people  that  they  shall,  by  a  little  study,  qualify 
themselves  to  undertake  their  part  intelligently  and  with  some  degree  of 
correctness  ? 

There  will  be  no  great  improvement  until  the  better-educated,  the  genteel, 
and  the  wealthy  among  our  members  take  a  prominent  and  active  part  in 
the  singing.  Is  it  possible  that  there  is  any  feeling  of  pride  which  deters 
from  this  ?  Of  old  it  was  not  so.  It  was  the  aristocracy  to  whom  this 
honour  was  committed  in  the  temple.  It  was  the  men  of  pedigree — David, 
Hanan,  Ezra,  who  stood  foremost  in  this  service.  And  at  present  Ave  know 
of  at  least  one  Episcopalian  Church  and  one  Presbyterian  Church,  each  in 
a  large  city,  where  the  singing  is  conducted  by  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
the  congregation,  without  any  hired  singers.  Have  these  ladies  and  gentle- 
men brought  any  discredit  on  themselves — have  they  lowered  themselves  ? 
Assuredly  not.  They  have  shown  that  they  are  sincere,  and  that  they  do 
believe  it  to  be  a  comely  thing  to  render  praise  unto  our  God. 

But,  to  effect  a  thorough  improvement,  the  business  must  be  reformed 
altogether.  It  will  not  do  to  learn  a  few  tunes  "  by  the  ear."  For  one 
thing,  such  teaching  will  not  communicate  an  accurate  knowledge  of  time. 
If  100  or  1,000  people  are  to  sing  together,  it  is  of  the  last  importance  that 
they  should  keep  as  precisely  in  time  as  a  regiment  of  soldiers  in  marching. 
Further, — in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  uneducated  ear  is  not  to  be 
relied  on  for  correct  intonation.  A  very  imperfect  performance  of  part 
singing  can  be  acquired  by  the  ear.  It  is  necessary  that  music  should  be 
studied  as  a  science. 

Now,  we  quite  expect  some  one  to  say,  "  This  is  quite  Utopian.  Is  there  any 
science  so  occult  as  music  ?  You  might  as  well  require  us  to  decipher  the 
inscriptions  at  Nineveh  !"  Now,  let  us  tell  thee,  fainthearted  friend,  one  or 
two  facts.  We  have  seen  300  or  400  persons  gathered  together  for  the  first 
time,  the  greater  part  of  whom  had  little,  if  any,  knowledge  of  music,  and 
all  of  them  were  strangers  to  the  system  of  teaching  which  was  to  be 
adopted,  and  to  the  music  which  was  to  be  sung.  The  lesson,  or  lecture, 
lasted  for  about  an  hour  and  a-half  at  most.  Before  they  separated  they 
were  able  to  take  any  of  the  ordinary  musical  intervals,  and  to  sing  a  round 
in  four  parts.  We  have  seen  also  5,000  children  in  the  Crystal  Palace, 
gathered  together  from  various  schools  in  London,  taught  by  the  same 
system  ;  and  we  have  heard  them  sing  many  pieces  of  music — some  of  them 
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requiring  great  delicacy  of  execution — and  sing  them  well.  What  these 
have  done  you  may  do. 

Music  is  not  necessarily  an  occult  science.  "We  admit  that,  until  within  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years,  there  did  appear  to  be  too  many  difficulties  at  the 
threshold.  But  the  system  begun  by  Miss  Glover,  and  improved  by  Mr. 
Curwen,  has,  for  all  the  purposes  we  want,  reduced  the  difficulties  to  a 
minimum.  We  venture  to  say,  with  all  confidence,  that  an  attendance  for 
tiiree  months,  once  a  week,  at  a  well-conducted  class,  and  that  for  no  more 
than  an  hour,  or  at  the  most  an  hour  and  a-half,  for  each  lesson,  would 
suffice  to  enable  any  person  to  take  a  proper  part  in  any  of  our  ordinary 
psalm  or  hymn  tunes,  or  chants,  and  to  read  at  sight  his  or  her  own  proper 
part. 

Of  course  there  will  be  some  trouble,  and  at  first  some  difficulty.  But 
nothing  is  to  be  accomplished  without  these.  In  learning  nmsic,  however, 
the  trouble  is  compensated  by  the  present  enjoyment.  In  other  studies,  for 
the  most  part,  the  enjoyment  is  prospective.  In  learning  music  (vocal  music) 
the  trouble  is  further  compensated  by  the  immediate  physical  advantages. 
The  moderate  practice  of  vocal  music  strengthens  the  throat  and  the  lungs, 
and  renders  them  more  healthy,  and  more  capable  of  resisting  disease.  It 
is  a  great  pity  but  that  this  were  better  understood.  In  the  domestic  circle 
the  children,  and  the  adults  too,  would  be  all  the  better  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes'  practice  together  every  day.  And  in  every  school,  high  and 
low,  there  should  be  a  similar  practice  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  in  the  fore- 
noon, and  again  in  the  afternoon.  When  the  state  of  the  weather  renders 
the  usual  walk  impossible,  the  best  succedaneum  would  be  a  practice  by  "all 
hands  "  before  the  modulator.  Then,  as  to  the  difficulties  :  there  are  some. 
One  man  is  blind;  you  cannot  make  him  by  sight  know  a  house  from  a  ship. 
Another  is  dumb;  you  cannot  make  him  by  articulate  speech  express  his 
wants.  Another  is  deaf ;  you  cannot  make  him  distinguish  the  song  of  the 
lark  from  the  croak  of  the  raven.  Another  is  paralytic;  you  would  not  put 
him  into  the  ranks  and  expect  him  to  make  a  smart  soldier.  So  another  is 
utterly  destitute  of  the  power  of  regulating  the  sounds  produced  in  his 
larynx  in  such  a  way  as  we  call  singing  :  his  best  eficjrts  produce  only  a 
succession  of  dismal  groans.  But  these  cases  are  not  difficulties, — they  are 
impossibilities.  They  are  hopeless.  It  is  useless  to  bestow  any  pains  upon 
them.  But  as  the  cases  of  total  blindness,  dumbness,  and  deafness  are  rare 
and  exceptional,  so  are  the  cases  of  total  inability  to  make  musical  sounds. 
We  know  that  there  are  cases  of  "  colour  blindness."  The  eyes  are 
apparently  sound :  the  shape  of  a  man  is  perfectly  distinguished  from  that 
of  a  tree;  but  the  colour  of  the  man's  coat  is  confounded  with  that  of  the 
tree  le;wes,  though  the  one  be  red  and  the  other  green.  So  there  are  cases 
of  musical  deafness.  The  sounds  are  heard,  but  their  sequence  or  relation- 
ship to  each  other  is  unperceived;  so  that  if  you  sung  the  hundredth  psalm 
to  "  Cheer,  boys,  cheer,"  instead  of  its  appropriate  tune,  no  mistake  would 
be  perceived.  There  are  also  cases  of  musical  paralysis — or  perhaps  of 
malformation  in  the  vocal  organs.  What  phrenologists  call  the  organs  of 
tune  and  time  are  well  developed.  The  hands  readiiy  learn  to  perform  on 
an  instrument,  and  by  t)ie  ear  all  the  nicest  distinctions  of  melody  and  har- 
mony are  appreciated;  but  the  voice  is  incapable  of  performing  any  musical 
intonations.  But  such  cases  are  exceptional — they  are  not  the  rule.  The 
general  rule  is  that  all  persons  more  or  less  possess  the  power  of  song.  But 
the  man  who  cannot  sing  should  never  be  asked,  and  should  never  attempt 
it.  To  tell  such  a  man  that  it  is  his  duty  to  sing  is  absurd.  You  might  as 
well  tell  a  blind  man  that  it  is  his  duty  to  see,  or  a  deaf  man  that  it  is  his 
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duty  to  hear,  or  a  dumb  man  that  it  is  his  duty  to  speak.  The  painter,  who 
was  ncit  able  to  distinguish  blue  from  drab,  and  the  dressmaker,  who  repaired 
a  black  dress  with  a  patch  of  scarlet,  had  mistaken  their  vocations.  So  the 
man,  who  does  not  know  one  tune  from  another,  or  who  cannot  modulate  his 
voice  to  produce  musical  sounds,  to  sing  the  notes  of  his  part,  has  no  voca- 
tion to  sing;  his  vocation  is  to  make  melody  only  in  his  heart,  and  not  to  mar 
the  singing  of  others. 

But,  as  we  have  said  before,  such  cases  are  not  numerous.  The  majority 
of  persons  are  able  to  sing,  though  the  power  and  scope  of  their  voices  are 
almost  as  various  as  their  faces. 

This  variety  of  voices  is  not  in  vain.  It  is  not  merely  capricious  and 
accidental  ;  it  has  an  object,  like  every  other  contrivance  of  our  God.  If 
he  has  given  us  an  ear  or  a  faculty  of  mind  capable  of  experiencing  pleasure, 
or  emotions  capable  of  being  affected  by  music,  and  if  he  has  bestowed  upon 
us  an  organ  iitted  to  produce  musical  effects,  he  has  given  this  variety  of  voice 
in  furtherance  of  the  same  end.  He  has  provided  that  we  should  not  only  be 
able  to  appreciate  and  enjoy  a  sweet  melody — that  is,  a  succession  of  sounds 
following  each  other  in  proper  musical  intervals,  but  that  an  additional 
pleasure  should  be  produced  by  harmony — that  is,  by  the  coincident  sound 
of  two  or  more  notes  having  a  due  harmonic  relation  to  each  other.  In 
instrumental  music  we  see  this  variety  provided  for;  in  a  military  band,  by  | 
different  instruments,  from  the  piping  flute  down  to  the  trombone  or  the 
ophicleide;  in  a  pianoforte,  by  a  series  of  strings,  gradually  increasing  in 
length  and  thickness;  in  an  organ,  by  a  series  of  pipes,  increasing  from  one 
or  two  inches  down  to  eight  feet,  or  even  sixteen  feet.  You  have  an  evidence 
of  design  in  the  organ-builder;  and  you  have  as  clear  an  evidence  of  design 
in  this  gift  of  God— the  variety  of  the  human  voice.  Generally  speaking,  a 
man's  voice  is  eight  notes  lower  than  a  woman's.  There  is  a  design  in  this. 
It  is  not  intended,  when  singing  together,  that  the  men  should  take  the  same 
part  as  the  women.  It  is  intended  that  while  the  women  supply  the  melody, 
the  men  should  supply  the  hannomj,  by  singing  a  part  appropriate  to  their 
voices. 

If,  then,  in  the  congregation,  there  be  women  sufficient  to  sing  the  melody 
or  tune,  the  men  should  not  do  so.    It  destroys  the  sweetness,  the  heaven- 
liness  of  the  music,  and  makes  it  coarse  and  earthly.    All  the  effects  of 
melody  and  harmony  are  ruined.    Why  is  a  man's  voice  so  different  from  a 
woman's,  and  one  man's  voice  so  different  from  another?    Just  that  the 
diapason  may  be  filled  up,  and  a  greater  variety  of  effects  be  produced,  j 
The  harmony  of  sounds  is  the  result  of  a  physical  law  implanted  by  the  | 
Creator.    If  all  our  voices,  indiscriminately,  could  only  sing  the  melody,  it  , 
would  be  much  the  same  as  if  not  only  the  grass,  but  all  the  roses  and  i 
violets  and  primroses  were  of  one  colour.    If  the  laws  of  harmony  in  colours 
are  deserving  of  our  admiration  and  praise,  the  laAvs  of  harmony  in  sounds  I 
are  not  less  so;  and  if  the  combination  of  harmonious  colours  is  pleasing,  so  | 
is  the  combination  of  sounds  in  harmony.    Let  us  call  the  treble  yellow,  the  [ 
tenor  red,  and  the  bass  blue;  by  combining  these,  either  the  harmonious  j 
colours  or  the  harmonious  sounds,  we  produce  the  ricliest  and  most  varied  i 
effects.    Does  any  man  say  that  this  is  an  over-refinement, — perhaps  carnal  i 
or  sensuous  ?    We  care  not  to  answer  him  ;  but  we  very  much  doubt  if  such 
a  man  would  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  give  the  rainbow  its  hues,  to 
paint  the  lily,  or  to  gem  the  meadow  with  pearls.    Mr.  Curwen  has  said 
most  justly,  "  The  invention  of  harmony  was  simply  the  discovery  of  that 
for  which  God  had  already  provided  the  materials,  and  prepared  the  effect  in 
the  very  nature  of  things."    "  It  suits  the  instincts  of  the  human  heart.  It 
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suits  the  worship  of  God.  This  cordial  fellowship  of  various  sounds,  this 
rich  confluence  of  melodious  streams,  is  most  becoming  to  the  assembly  of 
saints.  It  speaks  of  holy  rivalry  and  blending  sympathies."  {Singing  for 
Schools  and  Congregations,  p.  119.) 

{To  be  continued.) 


ON  THE  wma. 

A  NEW  death's-head  has  made  its  appearance  among  us.  Every  Church,  we 
suppose,  and  every  society,  has  one  of  some  kind  or  other ;  some  rock  ahead 
which  threatens  it  with  shipwreck.  It  would  seem  as  if,  in  this  respect,  we 
were  peculiarly  unfortunate.  Almost  every  synod  has  its  storm-cloud. 
At  one  time  it  is  some  local  question,  at  another  one  of  more  general 
importance;  and  of  late  we  have  been  pestered  with  an  altercation  concerning 
a  certain  kind  of  music,  the  importance  of  which,  one  way  or  the  other,  the 
multitude  cannot  see  or  understand. 

But  we  strongly  suspect  tliis  new  death's-head  will  be  more  formidable 
and  difficult  to  settle  than  any  we  have  yet  had  to  encounter.  It  is  not,  as 
hitherto,  a  question  about  words  or  even  things  ;  it  is  properly  a  questit)n  of 
existence.  If  it  is  to  be  met,  and  deliberated  upon,  and  boldly  and  con- 
scientiously confronted,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  struggle  pi'o  (O'is  ac  focis — 
upon  success  or  failure  will  depend  the  character  of  our  future,  or  even 
whether  we  are  to  have  a  future  at  all.  If  there  is  to  be  a  Church,  in  the 
New  Testament  sense  of  the  word,  an  integral  and  prominent  portion  of 
that  Church  must  be  ministers.  If  the  Church  is  to  extend,  to  prosper,  to 
aid  effectually  the  cause  of  evangelical  religion,  these  ministers  must  be  an 
increasingly  wise,  an  increasingly  experienced,  an  increasingly  devoted,  and 
intelligently  so,  body  of  men.  A  distinct  prospect  of  this  is  essential  to  the 
prospect  of  a  successful  future.  But  this  is  just  what  is  apparently  about 
to  be  taken  away  from  us.  Instead  of  any  such  prospect,  what  we  seem 
doomed  to  witness  is  a  continuation  of  young  men,  managing  to  e.Kist  among 
us  for  a  little  time,  and  then,  soon  as  they  have  gathered  up  a  little  expe- 
rience at  our  cost,  and  have  learned  something  of  the  practice  of  their  pro- 
fession, betaking  themselves  to  the  colonial  field. 

That  we  are  not  speaking  at  random  a  reference  to  our  pages  a  couple  of 
months  ago  will  amply  prove.  Is  there  one  of  our  readers  who  did  not 
peruse  with  deep  interest  and  with  deep  sorrow  the  letter  with  which 
Mr.  Henderson,  late  of  Hexham,  favoured  us  before  leaving  our  shores  ? 
That  he  loved  the  church  in  which  he  laboured,  that  he  had  fondly  hoped 
to  die  in  its  service,  he  stated  in  as  many  words.  That  he  was  an  able  and 
efficient  workman,  and  in  the  two  spheres  of  his  labour  left  behind  him 
many  memorials  of  his  energy  and  zeal,  are  matters  of  universal  testimony. 
In  a  word,  he  was  just  the  minister  a  wise  church  would  do  everything  to 
keep,  and  would  allow  to  depart  only  at  the  bidding  of  dire  necessity.  And 
yet  this  is  the  man  who,  with  others  suchlike,  has  transferred  his  services 
to  a  distant  clime  and  another  sphere.  And  now  the  question  comes,  why 
should  this  be  so  ?  why  should  such  men  leave  us  ?  why  should  such  men 
be  permitted  to  depart?  He  has  himself— and  we  thank  him  for  his  honesty 
— plainly  stated  the  reason:  he  ivas  compelled  bg  straitened  circumstances. 
He  must  either  forsake  his  work  or  change  his  sphere,  and,  as  any  other 
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would  have  done  who  loved  the  work  of  the  ministry,  he  preferred  the  latter 
alternative.  Is  there  anybody  who  will  venture  to  blame  him  ?  Is  there 
anybody  who  will  say  that  he  ought  rather  to  have  submitted  to  the  priva- 
tions and  degradations  of  genteel  poverty,  with  the  certain  prospect  of 
absolute  beggary  if  health  should  fail,  than  to  have  betaken  himself  to  a 
sphere  where  the  labourer  is  so  far  appreciated  as  to  be  thought  worthy  of 
his  hire  ?  So  far  from  this,  we  suspect  most  will  be  ready  to  commend 
Mr.  Henderson  for  his  independence,  and  to  say  that  he  has  acted  witli 
proper  spirit  and  self-respect. 

Who  are  the  parties  to  blame  for  such  occurrences,  and  how  are  they  to 
be  prevented  ?  These  are  the  questions  to  which  the  Church  must  address 
itself.  We  know  nothing,  personally,  of  the  circumstances  of  this  case  ;  we 
know  not  whether  the  congregation  at  Hexham  be  rich  or  poor,  large  or 
small;  our  remarks  therefore  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  personal.  But  we 
should  certainly  like  to  know  more  than  we  do.  We  think  that  the  Church, 
as  a  whole,  has  a  right  to  know  the  whole  outs  and  ins  of  every  such  case. 
Here  is  a  man  who  takes  his  departure  from  among  us,  and  he  tells  us  frankly 
that  he  does  so  under  constraint  of  poverty.  This  is,  of  course,  a  distinct 
charge  against  the  Church  at  large.  From  our  own  borders  comes  the  testi- 
mony that  lue  starve  our  ininistei's.  Ought  not  such  a  charge  to  be  thoroughly 
investigated  ?  When  an  untoward  occurrence  takes  place  in  any  of  the 
government  departments,  a  commission  is  appointed  to  make  a  thorough 
investigation;  their  report  is  laid  before  Parliament,  and  published  in  the 
shape  of  a  blue-book  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  at  large.  And  is  not  this 
the  most  effectual  way  to  get  at  the  truth,  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  mis- 
taken impressions,  to  find  out  where  the  leak  is,  and  consequently  to  prevent 
the  like  disaster  in  future  by  suggesting  a  remedy  ?  Were  it  not  for  this 
safety-valve  in  our  public  institutions,  Crimean  disasters  would  take  place 
every  time  the  nation  engaged  in  war.  And  why  should  not  the  same  thing 
take  place  in  the  Church  ?  Of  what  use  otherwise  is  the  system  of  which 
we  boast  ?  Are  its  law  and  order  to  be  no  protection  ?  If  we  submit 
loyally  to  the  law,  have  we  not  a  right  to  the  protection  of  the  law  ?  Better 
Independency  at  once  than  have  a  system  which  pretends  to  throw  its  shield 
over  all  classes  of  its  subjects,  and  yet  fails  to  accomplish  its  ends.  In  all 
such  cases  a  thorough  examination  is  simply  a  constitutional  right.  We 
should  like  to  know,  for  instance,  in  the  one  before  us,  what  salary  was 
given.  The  minister  might  have  been  asked  to  enter  into  some  of  the 
particulars  of  his  expenditure — to  say  what  sum  he  had  to  pay  for  rent  and 
taxes  ;  what  for  Presbytery  expenses  ;  what  for  ministerial  expenses  ; 
what  for  the  education  of  his  family,  the  sustenance  of  his  household,  and 
so  forth.  Thus  we  should  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  conqjlaint  was  a 
just  one;  whether  it  was  possible  to  meet  all  these  claims  with  £90,  or  £100, 
or  £V20  a-year.  We  should  next  have  demanded  the  congregation's  version 
of  the  story.  We  would  not  have  hesitated  to  ask  them  as  to  the  minister's 
efficiency;  whether  they  considered  he  had  a  sufficient  salary  ;  whether  the 
reason  of  the  smallness  of  income  was  inability  or  unwillingness;  and  whether 
they  were  exerting  themselves  as  they  might  and  ought  to  do.  Would  not 
all  parties,  we  ask,  have  been  benefited  by  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  thus 
elicited,  and  would  not  this  be  the  most  efl:ectual  way  to  arouse  the  attention 
of  all  interested  to  urge  remedial  measures,  thus  preventing  the  repetition  of 
such  catastrophes,  and  saving  our  good  name  ? 

We  know  that  all  this  is  professedly  done  by  Presbyteries.  But  there 
must  be  some  shortcoming  in  the  discharge  of  such  duties,  otherwise  more 
satisl'actory  results  would  follow.    When  a  Congregational  minister  resigns 


ON  THE  WING. 


337 


I  for  any  such  reason,  he  will  probably  state  the  matter  to  his  brethren  at  the 
<:  next  County  Union  Meeting;  his  brethren  will  record  their  sympathy  with 
him,  and  commend  him  to  God  and  the  word  of  his  grace — but  that  is  all. 
No  steps  are  taken  for  the  prevention  of  a  repetition  of  the  same  misfortune, 
and  the  congregation  finds  another  minister  who,  after  a  short  time,  perhaps, 
follows  the  example  of  his  predecessor.  We  do  not  blame  tiie  County  Union 
for  taking  matters  so  easily,  because  they  cannot  help  themselves.  But  will 
the  same  excuse  obtain  in  the  case  of  a  Presbytery  ?  It  assuredly  ought  not, 
at  least ;  and  if,  under  a  sense  of  their  duty  and  responsibility  to  the  Church, 
which  necessarily  looks  to  them  as  the  rulers  and  conservators  of  order  and 
discipline,  such  cases  received  a  more  anxious  consideration,  and  were  duly 
laid  before  the  Church  through  her  superior  court,  or  any  other  way  which 
promised  to  be  effectual,  it  would  be  found  absolutely  necessary  to  take 
some  steps  to  prevent  such  calamities.  i 

Let  it  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  all  this  would  necessarily  involve 
harsh  dealings  with  congregations.  So  far  from  this,  justice  would  in  this  , 
way  be  done  to  them.  There  are  some  that  cannot,  in  the  meantime,  offer  a 
minister  a  sufficient  maintenance,  and  there  are  some  that  never  will  be  self- 
sustaining,  as  well  as  some  who  will  not  do  their  duty.  But,  as  things  are, 
all  these  different  classes  are  lumped  togetlier.  From  any  one  of  them  the 
minister  may  at  any  time  depart,  and  tell  us  that  his  income  will  not  support 
him,  and  all  this  while  his  congregation  may  be  in  reality  doing  more  than 
many  a  larger,  which  can  show  a  better  income;  but  yet,  the  opprobrium  is 
unjustly  attached  to  them  oi  starving  their  minister.  In  an  instance  like  this, 
gross  injustice  is  done  to  a  congregation,  and  it  was  the  business  of  the 
Presbytery  to  settle  no  man  over  such  a  charge  until  they  had  the  assurance 
of  external  aid  up  to  a  satisfactory  point;  as  it  is  the  business  of  the  Church, 
so  long  as  she  thinks  it  right  to  keep  up  such  charges,  to  provide  the  funds 
needful  for  such  purposes.  If,  of  course,  on  the  other  hand,  the  congrega- 
tion happened  to  be  able,  but  not  willing,  then  the  exposure  would  certainly 
be  a  benefit.  Or,  if  again,  what  is  perhaps  a  commoner  case,  the  office-bearers 
merely  needed  to  be  advised  and  stimulated,  here  again  the  gain  would 
be  very  great. 

From  what  other  quarter  is  the  remedy  to  come  ?  Miserable  as  is  the 
maintenance  some  of  our  congregations  offer,  they  will  always  be  able  to 
obtain  ministers,  and  even,  mirahile  dictti,  candidates.  So  long,  at  least,  as 
the  sister  churches  educate  a  superfluity  of  students,  there  will  always  be 
found  men  ready  to  compete  for  charges  with  incomes  from  £90  downwards ;  i 
and  if  they  do  not  occupy  them  long,  they  may  in  the  meantime  prefer  them  | 
to  mere  stations,  or  to  waiting  years  for  a  settled  home.  From  this  quarter, 
therefore,  no  relief  can  be  looked  for;  and  unless  the  matter  is  taken  up  in 
some  such  way  as  we  have  indicated,  the  evils  we  now  complain  of  will  go 
on  and  increase,  until  we  become  the  most  contemptible  body  of  professing 
Christians  among  tlie  English  churches. 

But  the  Home  Mission  is  providing  a  remedy  !  We  hope  so.  But  the 
scales  yet  hang  trembling  in  the  balance,  giving  as  yet  little  indication,  we 
fear,  of  an  inclination  in  the  right  direction.  The  scheme  itself  is  perhaps 
the  best  that  could  be  in  the  circumstances  devised,  but  a  scheme  is  nothing 
unless  it  be  worked.  If  those  who  devised  it  think  they  have  done  enough, 
they  will  find  themselves  sadly  mistaken,  and  their  laurels  withering  fast 
enough.  We  have  seen  many  a  fine  scheme  devised  in  our  time,  which  was 
expected  to  go  on  all-fours;  but,  because  their  projectors  did  not  always 
meet  with  sympathy,  because  their  efforts  did  not  always  meet  with  appre- 
ciation, they  retired  in  disgust,  and  left  us  to  our  fate  ! — as  if  they  met 


338 


AVHAT  I  SAW  IN  IRELAND. 


with  anything  which  others  in  like  circumstances  did  not  meet  with,  and  the 
fault  lay  not,  in  truth,  at  the  door  of  the  projector  himself.  The  same  thing 
may  be  repeated  here.  We  have  no  assurance  to  the  contrary.  But  we  are 
assured  that  if  this  effort  be  continued  and  persevered  in,  if  it  be  dinned 
and  dinned  incessantly  in  our  ears,  though  we  may  grumble  a  little  at  first 
at  being  stirred  out  of  our  sloth,  we  will  before  long  catch  the  infectious 
earnestness,  become  hearty  labourers  in  the  good  cause,  and  acknowledge 
more  and  more  our  obligations  to  those  who  have  led  us  and  encouraged  us 
to  the  performance  of  our  duty.  To  the  wise  and  large-hearted  Dr.  Chalmers 
is  the  Free  Church  indebted  for  their  Sustentation  Fund ;  hut  he  did  not 
content  himself  with  devising  the  scheme.  Had  he  stopped  there,  the  Sus- 
tentation Fund  would  never  have  existed.  But  the  pushing  of  it  forward 
was  his  work  till  he  died,  and  by  that  time  its  success  was  so  far  proved  that 
all  were  ready  to  continue  his  labours,  and  to  follow  in  the  path  he  pointed 
out.  And  so  will  it  be  in  the  English  Presbyterian  Church.  This  scheme,  or 
any  other  scheme,  will  be  worth  nothing  unless  it  is  persistently,  energetically, 
and  unweariedly  carried  out. 

Failing  this,  we  see  no  cure  but  each  minister  taking  the  matter  into  his 
own  hands,  and,  as  soon  as  he  finds  it  convenient,  consulting  with  a  certain 
Free  Church  doctor  as  to  what  corner  of  the  colonial  field  would  welcome 
and  support  a  man  willing  to  work  for  its  spiritual  good. 


JMkellanenus  l^^m, 

{Original  and  Selected.) 


WHAT  I  SAW  IN  IRELAND. 


The  happiest  days  of  ministerial  service  I 
ever  spent  were  some  twelve  days  in  Ulster, 
in  the  months  of  August  and  September 
last.    Attracted  by  the  wondrous  revival  of 
religion  in  that  land,  I  went  to  observe  the 
nature  of  the  work,  and  with  some  desire  to 
catch  the  heavenly  gale  in  my  own  soul. 
I  did  not  intend  to  take  an  active  part  my- 
self, but  only  to  watch  the  signs  of  the ' 
Spirit's  work.    The  first  meeting  at  which  I  i 
was  present,  however,  made  me  alter  my  in-  | 
tention  in  this  respect.    Soon  after  I  landed  | 
in  Belfiist  I  attended  a  meeting  chiefly  of , 
those  who  work  in  the  factories  in  tlie  neigh-  [ 
bourhood, — a  means  ofgrace  which  a  minister 
has  provided  for  these  operatives,  since  the 
beginning  of  this  movement,  at  their  dinner 
hour.    It  was  gladdening  to  .see  them.  Men 
and  women,  in  their  working  clothes,  came 
trooping  in  to  snatch  a  short  season  from 
the  toil  of  the  day,  and  to  spend  it  with  God 


in  praise  and  prayer.  The  larger  number 
were  the  young  women  of  these  factories, 
but  there  was  also  a  considerable  sprinkling 
of  men,  both  elderly  and  young.  These 
people  were  in  earnest.  The  hour  of  their 
assembling  showed  this.  The  tearful  gaze 
with  which  they  regarded  the  speaker  proved 
it.  I  had  never  before  seen  such  listeners 
in  a  public  assembly.  One  felt  awed  at  once 
into  the  assurance  that  God  was  among 
them.  I  felt  within  me  an  intense  impulse 
to  preach  to  such  hearers  the  glorious  gos- 
pel. I  was  glad,  therefore,  when  a  minister, 
with  whom  I  conversed,  invited  me  to  go 
with  him  to  the  town  where  he  labours,  to 
preach  in  the  street  that  same  evening. 

This  was  in  county  Down,  a  town  of  some 
two  thousand  inhabitants,  with  the  command 
of  an  adjoining  country  district,  and  with 
few  Romanists  in  the  neighbourhood.  I 
stayed  there  two  nights,  preaching  in  the 
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meeting-house  on  the  following  evening. 
Although  it  was  the  harvest  season  and  the 
people  were  working  all  day  in  their  fields, 
there  was  an  immense  assemblage  at  public 
worship.  A  great  stillness  prevailed,  and 
during  the  service  eight  individuals  were 
overcome  with  the  intensity  of  their  emo- 
tions, and  were,  as  the  phrase  is,  prostrated 
or  stricken  down.    They  were  quickly  re- 


Even  their  countenances  are  radiant.  The 
great  anxiety  they  have  for  the  spiritual  good 
of  their  neighbours,  and  their  kindness,  care, 
and  watchfulness  over  the  awakened,  afforded 
the  most  beautiful  examples  of  Cliristian 
love  and  devotedness  I  ever  had  the  pleasure 
of  witnessing. 

To  show  the  extent  of  the  work  of  God  in 
this  congregation,  I  may  mention  that  more 


moved  to  the  adjoining  school-house,  with-  I  than  three  hundred  have  been  stricken  down, 


out  impeding  the  service.  After  the  con- 
gregation was  'dismissed,  I  went  to  the 
scliool-house,  where  I  found  a  large  number 
of  the  converts  assembled  with  the  anxious. 


whilst  many  more  have  professed  to  have 
found  peace  and  are  walking  consistently, 
who  have  not  passed  through  that  very  pain- 
ful experience.     I  saw  in  private  a  great 


I  conversed  with  those  who  were  affected,  as  many  converts,  men  and  women,  and  I  never 


they  were  able  to  bear  it.  I  found  they  all 
felt  a  great  weight  of  guilt  for  sin  pressing 
them  down,  and  their  frequent  prayer  was, 
"  Lord  Jesus,  takeaway  my  burden."  The 
minister  gave  out  a  hymn,  which  we  all  sung 
together,  and  it  was  thrilling  to  hear  some 
of  the  convicted  trying  to  join  in  it  with 
faltering,  tremulous  tongue.  The  hymn, 
one  of  Dr.  Bonat's,  was  peculiarly  suited  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  awakened,  as  well 
as  beautifully  expressive  of  Christian  ex- 
perience in  itself;  and  as  it  may  be  new  to 
most,  I  will  insert  it  here:  — 

THE  VOICE  OF  JESUS. 

I  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus  say, 

"  Come  unto  me  and  rest  ; 
Lay  down,  thou  weary  one,  lay  down 

Thy  head  upon  my  breast." 
I  came  to  Jesus  as  I  was, 

Weary,  and  worn,  and  sad, 
I  found  in  Him  a  resting-place  ; 

And  He  has  made  me  glad. 

I  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus  say, 

"  Behold,  I  freely  give 
The  living  water — thirsty  one, 

Stoop  down  and  drink  and  live.*' 
I  came  to  Jesus,  and  I  drank 

Of  that  life-giving  stream, 
My  thirst  was  quenched,  my  soul  revived, 

And  now  I  live  in  Him. 

I  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus  say, 

'*  I  am  this  dark  world's  light ; 
Look  unto  me,  thy  morn  shall  rise 

And  all  thy  days  be  bright." 
I  looked  to  Jesus,  and  I  found 

In  him  my  star,  my  sun  ; 
And  in  that  Ught  of  life  I'll  walk 

Till  travelling  days  arc  done. 

I  was  particularly  pleased  with  the  con- 
verts I  met  in  this  school-house.    Tlie  love 


saw  so  many  happy  souls  before  in  one 
place  or  at  one  time.  Their  religion  made 
them  intensely  joyous.  I  visited  a  street, 
from  house  to  house,  to  seethe  extent  of  the 
feeling  amongst  the  inhabitants.  I  did  not 
enter  a  house  in  which  I  did  not  find  mani- 
fest effects  of  the  revival,  and  almost  every 
person  was,  to  some  extent,  affected  by  the 
movement.  I  saw  some  cases  of  conversion 
from  abounding  wickedness — brands  plucked 
out  of  the  burning — the  most  unlikely 
being  the  trophies  of  converting  grace.  So 
intense  was  the  feeling,  and  so  universal  was 
the  extent  of  the  revival,  that  I  could  only 
say,  "  What  hath  God  wrought !  ' 

I  proceeded  next  to  a  country  town  in 
county   Antrim.      Many    Romanists  are 
there.     Possibly  this  may  be  partly  the 
I  reason  that  there  is  comparatively  little  of 
I  the  work  there  ;  but  in  the  country  districts 
around  the  town  conversions  have  been  very 
numerous.    It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  visit 
these  places.    There  was  no  difficulty  to  get 
crowded  meetings   in   school-houses,  and 
I  large  gatherings  in  the  fields,  at  any  hour  of 
I  the  day,  although  harvest  was  going  on,  and 
I  precarious  weather  made   it  necessary  to 
!  gather  in,  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  fruits 
of  the  earth.     It  was  the  time  when  the 
great  Husbandman  was  gathering  his  har- 
vest of  souls,  and  the  people  deemed  every- 
thing of  minor  importance  to  this  spiritual 
husbandry.     Many  were  prepared  for  the 
reception  of  the  word.    By  no  other  theory 
could  I  account  for  the  eager  way  in  which 
it   was   received,   and   the   effects  which 
followed.    The  difficulty  was  to  get  people 


which  burns  so  strongly  within  them  is  '  to  leave  meetings,  not  to  get  them  to  come, 
evidently  genuine ;  and  so  intense  is  it  that  j  It  was  like  heaven  on  earth  to  converse  with 
their  Christianity  is  very  lovely  to  behold,  the  converts.     Wliat  lively  faith  in  a  pre- 
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sent  Saviour  !  What  joy  in  a  felt  salvation! 
"What  love  glowed  in  their  hearts  !  What 
zeal,  combined  with  tenderness,  did  they 
display.  A  minister,  •uho  knows  one  of 
these  districts  well,  said,  "  Si.\  months  ago 
these  people  would  have  come  to  a  cock-fight 
after  their  work  vras  done,  but  they  would 
have  thought  you  mad  had  you  asked  them 
to  come  to  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  middle 
of  the  day.'' 

I  preached,  in  one  of  these  country  places, 
in  the  large  room  of  a  public-house,  into 
which  I  was  invited,  as  it  rained.  In  that 
house  three  individuals,  a  man  of  twenty-si.x, 
the  servant  girl  of  about  twenty,  and  the 
herd-boy  of  about  twelve  years  of  age,  were 
all  in  deep  distress  about  their  souls,  and 
had  been  so  for  some  days.  I  spoke  to  the 
public-house  keeper  of  the  evil  nature  of  the 
business  that  was  carried  on  there.  This  person 
evidently  knew  nothing  of  the  spiritual  work 
going  on  around  her,  and  felt  only  the 
effects  of  the  physical  manifestations,  lead- 
ing her  to  say  that  the  complaint  had  come  to 
her  house,  and  she  had  never  had  so  much 
trouble  in  it  before.  I  was  told  it  had 
been  a  capital  stand  for  the  sale  of  drink, 
but  that  now  for  every  glass  that  was  sold 
three  gallons  had  been  sold  before,  and  that, 
as  it  would  not  pay  the  license,  it  would  not 
be  taken  out  again.  This  was  a  pleasing 
evidence  of  the  improved  morals  following 
revivals  of  religion  in  one  very  important 
respect. 

I  saw,  also,  something  of  this  good  work 
in  the  towns  of  Ballymena  and  Coleraine. 
As  these,  in  the  aspects  which  strike 
strangers,  have  often  been  described,  and  in 
no  place  better  than  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moore's 
pamphlet,  I  will  not  record  at  present  what 
I  saw  there.  Besides,  I  preferred  being  as 
much  as  possible  in  country  places  which 
are  not  over-visited,  and  where  the  people  .ire 
to  be  seen  without  so  much  danger  of  evil 
effects  following,  as  where  numbers  of 
strangers  are  daily  calling  upon  them.  I  will 
only  add  one  or  two  remarks  in  the  way  of 
summing  up  and  reflection. 

The  experience  of  the  converts  is 
eminently  scriptural.  They  knew  sin  and 
the  Saviour  as  the  Bible  describes  God's 
people  to  do. 

The  lives  of  believers  are  very  consistent. 
I  could  hear  of  but  very  few  cases  of  back- 
sliding.   Love  in  action  mai-ks  their  daily 


walk.  They  counsel  the  anxious.  They 
teach  the  ignorant.  They  pray  for  the  care- 
less. They  rejoice  over  the  lost  who  are 
found  by  the  good  Shepherd  and  led  to  the 
fold. 

The  means  most  beneficial  are  the  most 
simple  conceivable.  Those  err  in  this 
country  who  imagine  that  e.xciting  preaching 
is  the  cause  of  these  emotions.  Any  one 
who  would  try  to  get  up  an  excitement  i 
would  find  his  services  not  at  all  relished  by 
his  hearers.  If  calmly  uttered,  simple  state- 
ments of  the  gospel  are  those  which  tell 
most  upon  the  people.  This  proves  the 
revival  to  be  the  work  of  God. 

The  most  unlikely,  humanly  judging, 
like  Zaccheus  of  old,  are  often  those  who  are 
the  objects  of  the  grace  of  God.  I  could 
mention  the  stories  of  the  conversion  of 
many  whom  I  met,  as  illustrations  of  what  I 
say,  but  space  does  not  admit  of  it ;  and  all 
the  records  of  the  revival  narrate  such 
instances. 

The  little  excrescences  of  visions  and 
affections  of  blindness,  and  so  on,  I  saw 
none  of.  They  are  nothing  to  the  greatness 
of  the  revival,  though  magnified  by  cen- 
soriousness  and  unbelief  to  be  very  great 
matters  indeed.  Ulster  may  be  traversed 
and  no  such  case  seen,  unless  diligently 
searched  for.  I  saw  no  fanaticism.  If  the 
fact  of  a  thousand  awakenings  a  day  be  taken 
into  account,  the  wonder  is  there  is  so  little 
extravagance  and  so  little  hypocrisy.  This 
shows  that,  as  the  work  is  God's,  so  he  is 
taking  care  of  it  himself,  defeating  the 
efforts  of  Satan,  and  upon  all  the  glory 
making  a  defence. 

I  was  happy  in  the  work,  and  greatly 
strengthened  by  what  I  saw  and  heard. 
I  long  to  go  back  to  that  highly  favoured 
land.  I  long  more  for  similar  manifesta- 
tions of  divine  grace  in  our  own  congrega- 
tions, and  over  all  the  country.  For  this 
let  God's  people  pray  and  labour.  "  Let 
the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory." 
May  the  Lord  hasten  it  in  his  time- 

A.  I.  I 


A  LION  TAMED. 
At  a  recent  meeting  in  Glasgow,  a 
Mr.  Haltridge,  from  Coleraine,  gave 
the  following  account  of  his  conversion 
from  an  extraordinary  wicked  life: — 
"  My  dear  Christian  Friends,  when 
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your  dear  pastor  asked  me  to  come  here 
and  speak,  my  prayer  to  God  was  that 
his  presence  would  go  vrith  me.  It 
was  in  the  year  when  God  was  pouring 
out  the  vials  of  his  wrath  upon  the 
three  kingdoms  that  I  went  to  Col- 
ei'aine.  "WTien  the  hand  of  God  lay 
upon  the  place,  many  turned  to  the 
Lord ;  but  when  it  was  removed,  many 
turned  like  the  sow  that  had  been 
[      washed  to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire. 

I He  who  stands  before  you  was  one  of 
the  latter  sort.  I  stole  my  indenture  and 
ran  away  to  Belfast.  I  wished  to  join 
a  body  of  Christians  there,  but  they 

I  got  a  letter  from  Coleraine  telling 
them  not  to  receive  me.  One  man 
told  me  on  the  Sabbath  the  communi- 

|l     cation  which  he  had   received,  and 

II  wanted  me  to  go  back.  I,  being  of  a 
"     proud  rebellious  spirit,  refused  to  do 

this.  I  was  laid  upon  a  sick  bed  for 
six  weeks.  After  I  got  better,  I  was 
i  going  away  to  the  theatre.  His  brother, 
i  seeing  me,  came  after  me.  He  stopped 
me,  and  brought  me  into  his  house. 
He  wanted  me  to  pray  to  God.  I  said 
I  had  no  call  to  pray  to  God  ;  what 
i  would  I  pray  to  him  for?  He  told  me 
to  cry,  'God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
sinner.'  I  went  down  to  my  knees 
and  repeated  these  words,  and  rose  up 
and  said,  '  Will  that  do,  now  ?  '  He 
said,  '  No ;'  and  made  me  kneel 
down  by  him,  and  he  prayed  with  me. 
After  this  I  went  to  the  theatre,  cock- 
fighting,  horse-racing,  &e.  I  wanted 
to  form  a  marriage  connection  with  a 
young  woman,  the  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian parents,  and  went  to  church  w  ith 
lier,  putting  on  a  hypocritical  face ; 
but  her  parents  were  very  much  against 
her  taking  this  step.  This  is  a  warning 
to  all  here,  in  this  respect,  never  to 
disobey  their  parents. 

"For  the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years, 
I  was  able  to  drink  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  glasses  of  whisky  every  day. 
It  had  to  be  brought  to  my  bedside  ;  I 

I  could  not  sleep  without  it.  You  see 
one  standing  before  you  who  put  out 
his  wife  to  the  door,  and  took  her 
clothes,  to  the  value  of  £20,  and 
burned  them.  You  see  one  before 
you  who  loaded  his  gun  to  shoot  his 

I  own  son.  Yovi  see  one  before  you 
,  who  took  a  car  and  drove  down  three 
j  miles  to  throw  himself  in  the  sea,  and 
i  was  found  upon  a  rock  with  the  bil- 

II  j  lows  dashing  at  his  feet.  And  you 
would  think  that  was  enough,  but  not 
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SO.  You  see  one  before  you  who  was 
tried  for  taking  away  the  life  of  a 
fellow-creature.  I  tried  to  break  the 
kSabbath-day  in  every  possible  manner. 
I  took  money  in  my  pocket  and  went 
away  to  Portrush  and  other  watering- 
places  to  break  the  Lord's-day.  Not 
one  in  Coleraine  would  speak  to  me, 
and  I  did  not  give  one  in  Coleraine  the 
credit  of  being  a  Christian  but  oue 
woman,  who  always  spoke  to  me  and 
asked  for  me  when  she  saw  me. 

"  On  a  Monday  I  went  to  my  son, 
who  was  cashier  and  took  charge  of 
my  business,  and  demanded  £5.  He 
gave  it  me  in  case  I  should  play  all 
mischief.  It  only  lasted  me  that  day. 
I  demanded  other  five  on  Tuesday  ; 
this  lasted  me  till  Saturday.  This 
holy  man,  Mr.  Ritchie,  who  came  to 
me,  had  overwrought  himself  with 
hard  work,  and  was  laid  upon  his  bed. 
The  doctor  told  him  he  had  only  half- 
an-hour  to  live,  and  asked  him  if  he 
had  any  matters  to  arrange  before  he 
died.  He  pulled  out  a  sealed  packet 
from  under  his  pillow,  and  said :  '  Will 
you  give  this  to  Mr.  Haltridge  ?'  It 
was  a  few  days  after  this  the  doctor 
gave  me  the  package  (by  this  time 
I  was  brought  under  conviction).  He 
said  he  did  not  know  what  it  was.  I 
opened  it.  It  was  that  little  book, 
■  Come  to  Jesus.'  I  was  in  great  dis- 
tress one  day,  and  I  went  away  from 
my  house  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
I  leaped  over  the  wall  and  went  into  a 
summer-house  there,  in  order  that  the 
dews  of  heaven  might  cool  my  fevered 
brow.  I  put  my  hand  into  my  pocket 
to  piiU  out  my  handkerchief,  and  that 
little  book  came  into  my  hand.  I 
I  would  not  give  it  for  all  Glasgow. 
One  thing  had  escaped  my  memory. 
When  the  revival  broke  out,  my  son, 
a  promising  youth  of  twenty,  although 
not  brought  under  the  giace  of  God, 
could  be  trusted  with  any  sum  of 
money,  yet  never  was  known  to  spend 
any  in  a  bad  way.  The  second  night 
he  attended  the  meeting  held  at  the 
Markethill,  and  was  '  stricken'  down. 
A  good  woman  came  to  me  while  I 
was  reading  the  flimsy  trash  of  the 
day — 'novels,'  which  I  always  did;  I 
think  it  was  Reynolds'  3Iiscellany  I 
had  at  that  time.  She  said :  '  Mr. 
Haltridge,  kneel  down  and  give  God 
thanks  ;  your  son  is  stricken  down.'  I 
ordered  her  to  get  out  of  the  way,  and 
went  to  my  bed-room  and  shu.t  myself 
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up  for  eight  hours.  They  brought  him 
and  laid  him  on  the  sofa.  I  heard  his 
cries.  For  twenty-four  hours  no  one 
could  tell  whether  he  was  dead  or 
alive ;  but  when  God  revealed  himself 
to  him,  the  first  thing  he  said  was  : 
'  God  be  merciful  to  my  wicked 
father.'  I  heard  all  this.  My  daughter 
attended  meetings  that  were  held  in 
the  school-house.  She  was  '  stricken' 
down,  and  cried  to  God  for  mercy. 
The  prayers  of  my  Christian  wife  were 
now  answered.  She  was  a  Christian 
from  her  youth  up.  I  hare  seen  her 
often  at  the  bedside  praying.  I  have 
taken  the  pillow  and  thrown  it  at  her, 
at  the  same  time  lifting  up  my  arm  and 
defying  God  to  do  his  worst. 

"  One  Sabbath  morning  I  was  to  go 
away  to  spend  the  Lord's-day  in  the 
same  manner  as  before  :  but  my  wife 
came  to  the  door  and  said  :  '  You  will 
not  go  out  to-day.'  I  drew  her  back, 
and  was  making  my  way  out ;  but  she 
and  my  daughter  laid  hold  upon  me, 
and  drew  me  into  the  parlour,  and 
reasoned  with  me  until  I  promised  to 
go  to  church.  I  went  to  the  house 
of  God.  It  was  the  minister's  first 
sermon ;  I  think  that  was  a  reason 
why  I  was  prevailed  on  to  go.  In  the 
afternoon  the  minister  gave  out  for  his 
text  the  40th  Psalm.  When  he  came 
to  the  words  '  horrible  pit,'  he  spoke 
of  the  damned  in  hell,  and  repeated 
three  times  these  words.  '  wrath  to 
come,  wrath  to  come,  wrath  to  come,' 
as  being  inscribed  on  the  gate  that 
was  shut  against  the  wicked.  The 
thought  came  across  my  mind,  Am  I 
to  be  shut  in  there  ?  The  big  tear 
started  to  my  cheek.  I  was  afi-aid  lest 
any  person  should  see  my  weakness. 
I  put  my  hand  to  the  little  button  on 
the  pew-door  to  turn  it ;  I  did  so, 
but  I  could  not  move.  I  was  held,  as 
it  were,  in  adamantine  chains.  A 
hymn  was  given  out  to  be  sung.  (It 
was  the  same  hymn  that  was  blessed 
to  the  convei'sion  of  an  actress.)  When 
I  came  to  the  second  line  (here  he 
repeated  the  words)  God  laid  his  hands 
upon  me  ;  my  book  was  trembling  in 
my  hands.  My  wife  saw  me  going  to 
fail,  and  let  my  head  fall  in  her  lap.  I 
lay  there  for  two  hours.  I  was  not 
sensible,  but  they  told  me  I  was  crying 
for  mercy.  When  I  awoke  I  was  sur- 
rounded by  kind  friends,  who  were 


praying  for  me ;  but  the  one  who 
prayed  loudest  and  longest  was  a  boy 
of  fourteen  years  of  age,  named  John 
Hall.  He  had  found  the  Lord  him- 
self, and  he  was  crying,  '  Lord,  reveal 
thyself  to  Mr.  Haltridge.'  My  son 
took  the  one  arm,  and  a  kind  friend  the 
other,  and  helped  me  home.  I  was  not 
able  to  walk  ;  my  feet  refused  to  carry 
me.  On  reaching  home  I  was  laid 
iipon  that  sofa  on  which,  a  month 
before,  my  son  was  laid.  My  son  kept 
family  worship  in  the  house.  God 
opened  my  mouth  that  night  to  pray. 
I  got  peace  from  that  text,  '  Arise, 
and  go  thy  way  ;  thy  sins,  which  are 
many,  are  forgiven  thee  ;  go,  and  sin 
no  more.'  I  now  felt  such  love  to  my 
fellow-men  that  I  thought  I  could 
stand  on  a  mountain  top  and  take  the 
whole  world  in  my  arms.  And  as 
Christtold  hisdi.sciples  to  begin  preach- 
ing at  Jerusalem,  I  was  called  upon  to 
speak  at  meetings  held  in  that  place, 
and  which  has  been  the  scene  of  my 
former  life."  He  concluded  with  the 
following  lines  : — 

"  Oh,  to  grace  ho'.v  great  a  (lel)tor 
Daily  I'm  con3trained  to  be  ! 
Let  tliat  grace,  Lord,  like  a  letter, 
Bind  my  wandering  heart  to  thee." 
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"  And  of  ZioQ  it  shall  be  said,  This  and  that  man 
was  born  in  her  ....  The  Lord  shall  conni,  when 
he  writeth  up  the  people,  that  this  man  was  born 
there." — Psalm  Ixxivii,  5,  6. 

Birthplaces  are  ever  interesting  spots  to 
individuals.  They  are  the  places  you  love 
to  visit,  as  the  scenes  where  you  first  opened 
your  eyes  upon  loving  friends  and  the  outer 
world.  Tliough  they  may  have  nothing  in 
them  to  render  them  attractive — no  beauty, 
or  grandeur,  or  historical  celel)rity — yet  the 
fact  that  there  you  were  born  gives  them 
interest  to  you.  But  the  commonest  place 
may  derive  celebrity  from  the  individual 
who  there  was  born.  Five  cities  contended 
for  the  honour  of  the  birthplace  of  Homer. 
Stratford-on-Avon  lias  had  many  a  pilgrim 
to  gaze  upon  the  house  where  William 
Shakspeare  first  saw  the  light.  The  cot- 
tage where  Burns  was  born  has  volumes 
of  names  of  visitors,  who  went  far  to  stand 
where  that  "  auld  clay  biggin''  stood.  "  El- 
bowing through  Bread  Street,  London, 
amidst  trucks  and  drays,  and  Cheapside 
tumults,  who  would  fancy  that  here  was  the 
bower  where  the  bard  of  Paradise  was  born ; 
but  Milton's  birthplace  gives  a  renown  to 

«  A  Sermon  on  the  occasion  of  the  .Tubilee  of  Cheltenham  Chapel,  now  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Preached  on  the  2Sth  of  August,  1859,  l)y  the  Rev.  Robert  Steel. 


THE   BIETHPIACE  OF  SOULS. 


343 


the  busy  thoroughfare.  The  clay  floor  and  |  wrapt  in  swaddling  bands,"  their  Saviour- 
unplastered  walls  of  the  cottage  at  Wylain   God  was  laid. 

has  now  a  place  in  history,  for  there  George      But  there  are  other  birthplaces  of  greater 
Stephenson,  the  father  of  English  railways,  interest  than  those  where  the  illustrious 
was  born.    "When  the  name  of  Elstow,  the  '  have  been  ushered  into  life,  or  where  you 
Bedford  village,  is   mentioned,  a  halo  is  have  had  your  own  nativity.    The  life  we 
thrown  around  it  by  the  fact  which  memory  |  have  on  earth  is  under  a  withering  curse, 
supplies,  that  there  the  immortal  Bunyan  We  are  born  in  sin,  and  may  end  our  mor- 
began  his  life  in  the  tinker's  cottage.    The  j  tal  lives  by  sinking  into  hell,  where  memory 
rural  quiet  of  Epw  orth  Rectory,  where  a  i  serves  to  intensify  an  unending  misery.  Of 
literary  Hercules  lived,  and  where   such  '  what  importance   is  a  birthplace   to  the 
strange  noises  were  heard  at  night,  has  an  wretch  who  curses  the  day  in  which  he  was 
undying  interest  as  the  birthplace  of  John  born  ;  who  is  ready  to  say,  with  much  more 
Wesley.    And  the  Bell  Inn,  at  Gloucester,  reason  than  Job  in  his  despondency  said 
will  be  ever  memorable  as  the  birtliplace  of:  of  old,  "  Let  the  day  perish  wherein  I  was 
George  Whitfield,    one   of    the    greatest  born.    .    .    .    Let  that  day  be  darkness  :. 
preachers  England  ever  saw.    If  you  pass  let  not  God  regard  it  from  above  ;  neither 
under  the  shadow  of  Berkeley  Castle,  where  let  the  light  shine  upon  it.    Let  darkness 
fame  woiild  seem  to  have  many  records  in  his- '  and  the  shadow  of  death  stain  it;   let  a 
tory,  you  will  coine  to  the  village  of  North   cloud  dwell  upon  it;  let  the  black  darkness 
Nibley,  that  looks  much  less  considerable  ;  of  the  day  terrify  it  (Job  iii.  3 — 5)?  Of 
but  here  was  born  the  man  who  gave  the  what  importance  is  a  birthplace  to  him  of 
New  Testament  to  the  people  of  England   whom  the  Saviour  said,  "  It  were  better  for 
in  their  own  vernacular,  and  wherewith  the  that  man  that  he  had  never  been  born  "? 
name  of  William  Tyndale  will  be  ever  as-  |  What  interest  can  a  natal  scene  have  to 
sociated.     In  the  highest  plateau  of  an  him  who  is  obliged  to  confess  on  his  dying 
Alpine  mountain,  2,000  feet  above  the  lake  j  bed,  as  Voltaire  did,  "  I  wish  I  had  never 
of  Zurich,  a  solitary  house  is  still  standing,  been  born"?    But  there  are  scenes  where 
Its  "  walls  are  thin.    The  windows  have  souls  are  born  again,  over  which  angels  lin- 
little  round  panes,  and  the  roof  is  formed  ;  ger  with  interested  gaze,  and  on  which  the 
i  of  slabs,  on  which  stones  are  laid  to  prevent  Divine  Father  bends  with  fond  affection, 
the  wind  from  carrying  them  away."    In   These  are  the  spots  to  memory  dear,  and 
this  lone  hut,  which  the  Swiss  cherish  with   towards  which  the  hearts  of  the  redeemed 
fond    affection,    Zwingle,    the    great    Ee-  ^  often  turn  with  thankful  recollection  ;  for 
former,  gladdened  a  shepherd's  heart  as  a  '  there  their  eyes  first  opened  to  behold  their 
first-born  son.    A  poor  miner's  cottage  in   Saviour,  and  their  lips  first  cried,  "  Abba, 
the  little  town  of  Eisleben  derived  a  great   Tather."    There  the  word  came  with  power 
celebrity  on  the  16th  November,  1483,  when  and  life  from  the  dead  to  their  sinful  souls. 
Martin  Luther  was  born.    He  was  named  There  they  passed  from  death  to  life,  and  expe- 
in  honour  of  the  saint  whose  eve  it  was;  but  rienced  the  change  of  a  second  birth  to  God. 
he  gave  renown  to  the  place  and  to  the      P/r/cM  o/u  or*^!/)  are  the  scenes  of  many 
time,  and  attained  greater  glory  than  St.  spiritual  births,  and  have  their  everlasting 
Martin's  name  could  give,  or  that  saint  pos-  I  memorial  in  the  church  of  God.    Zion  had 
sessed.     Tarsus  has  its  highest  place  in  that  dignity  in  the  land  of  Israel.  There 
history,  not  from  the  learning  for  which  it  God  had  placed  his  name.    There  Solomon 
was  famous,  or  from  the  cultivation  which  had  built  his  temple.     There  the  priests 
was  so  refined,  but  from  St.  Paul,  who  had   officiated,  the  sacrificing  blood  was  shed,  the 
there  his  birthplace.     And  though  Bethle-  '  altar  smoked,  and  the  incense  diffused  its 
hem  had  an  interest  as  the  burial-place  of  fragrance.    There  the  tribes  went  up,  and 
Rachel,  as  the  scene  where  Ruth  gleaned  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  offered  their 
after  the  reapers,  as  the  birthplace  of  David  united   worship.     There  spiritual  impres- 
the  king  and  sweet  singer  of  Israel,  yet  its  '  sions  were  experienced,  and  many  hearts 
limestone  rocks,  and  olive  groves,  and  vine-  changed  from  sin  to  grace.     The  coming 
yards,  its  long  grey  ridge  and  surrounding  Saviour  had  there  his  great  redemption  fore- 
hills,  derive  their  crowning  glorj',  surpassing  i  shadowed,  his  name  declared,  and  multitudes 
all  other  places  on  the  earth,  from  the  open  ;  of  anxious  souls  found  peace,  as  they  rested 
stable  behind  the  inn,  the  scene  of  Christ's  by  faith  on  his  atoning  blood.    There  the 
nativity,  where  God  became  incarnate  in  songs  of  Zion  were  sung  in  gratitude  for 
the  babe  of  Bethlehem.    These  memorable  :  redemption,  and  for  a  watchful  Providence 
places  have  had  their  crowds   of  visitors,  and  sanctifying  grace.    It  was  a  place  dear 
their  poets,  their  painters,  and  their  describ-  ^  both  to  God  and  man. 

ers.  At  one  time  Europe  sent  its  hosts  to  j  God  loved  the  scene  of  his  choicest 
guard  that  sacred  birthplace  in  the  Holy  ;  favours,  and  where  so  many  souls  were  born. 
Land,  and  pilgrims  have  gazed  with  rapture  "  The  Lord  hath  chosen  Zion  :  he  hath 
and  devotion  on  the  manger,  "  where,  meanly  ;  desired  it  for  his  habitation.    This  is  my 
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rest  for  ever:  here  will  I  dwell;  for  I  have 
desired  it.  I  will  abundantly  bless  her  pro- 
vision :  I  will  satisfy  her  poor  with  bread. 
I  will  also  clothe  her  priests  with  salvation ; 
and  her  saints  shall  shout  aloud  for  joy. 
There  will  I  make  the  horn  of  David  to 
to  bud :  I  have  ordained  a  lamp  for  mine 
anointed,"  "The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of 
Zion  more  than  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob. 
Glorious  things  are  spoken  of  thee,  O  city 
of  God.  ...  Of  Ziou  it  shall  be  said, 
Tills  and  that  man  was  born  in  her  ;  and  the 
Highest  himself  shall  establish  her.  The 
Lord  shall  count  when  he  writeth  up  the 
people,  that  this  man  was  born  there." 

Believing  men  loved  it.  There  they  were 
wont  to  assemble  to  offer  their  sacrifices,  to 
keep  the  feasts,  and  to  receive  blessings. 
When  absent,  they  longed  for  the  courts  of 
God.  They  prayed  toward  the  holy  place. 
They  esteemed  the  house  of  God. 

The  Zion  of  old  was  a  type  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  ;  and  the  place  of  worship  there, 
a  type  of  our  sanctuary  now. 

L  God  loves  the  house  of  tvorship.  Family 
worship  has  his  promised  blessing,  as  it  has 
his  divine  authority ;  but  the  complacent 
eye  of  the  Father  in  heaven  regards  with 
greater  interest  the  public  worship  of  the 
sanctuary. 

The  sanctuary  has  been  built  to  his  glory. 
It  is  a  house  of  God,  for  his  special  service. 

(L)  There  his  praise  is  celebrated.  The 
songs  of  Zion  are  sung  by  his  people  to  the 
praise  of  redeeming  love,  within  the  sanc- 
tuary. It  is  the  outer  court  of  his  great 
temple,  where  his  glory  is  the  constant  song. 
Here  we  often  unite  in  singing — 

"  Come,  let  us  join  our  cheerful  songs 
"With  angels  round  the  throne ; 
Ten  thousand  thousand  are  tlieir  songs, 
But  all  their  joys  are  one." 

God  loves  these  praises,  and  the  places 
where  they  are  raised  are  ever  dear  to  him. 
They  are  the  concert-rooms  of  God.  The 
souls  who  have  been  saved  are  his  choristers. 
The  Hallelujah  Chorus  is  their  song. 

(2.)  There  his  word  is  preached  and 
heard.  The  sanctuary  is  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  accommodating  people  to  hear 
the  gospel,  and  to  he  taught  the  way  of  life. 
When  the  story  of  grace  is  told  with  interest, 
as  it  has  been  often  told,  until  the  tears  of 
penitent  sinners  stream  their  cheeks  ;  when 
the  grace  of  Jesus  is  pressed  home  until  the 
earnest  cry,  "Jesus,  thou  son  of  David,  have 
mercy  on  me,"  arises  ;  when  the  powers  of 
the  world  to  come  are  made  to  awe  the 
soul,  and  alarm  and  fears  evoke  the  cry, 
"  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved  V  when  its 
truths  are  shed  abroad,  in  order  and  in  ful- 
ness, so  that  the  believersits  under  the  shadow 
with  deliaht,  and  finds  the  fruit  sweet  to  his 
taste, — God  must  regard  with  interest  the 


scene  of  a  work  so  blessed ;  for  by  such 
means  are  souls  born  into  his  family. 

(3.)  There  j^rayer  is  offered  unto  God 
for  the  blessings  promised  in  his  Word. 
Wherever  the  stricken  one  cries,  "  Create 
in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God,  and  renew  a 
right  spirit  within  me,"  is  a  sacred  spot  j  but 
where  many  are  united  in  one  thing,  God 
has  specially  promised  to  hear  with  interest, 
and  answer  with  liberality,  that  prayer. 
United  prayer  has  gained  large  blessings  to 
the  church.  It  has  had  favour  with  God. 
It  gained  Pentecost.  It  has  obtained  re- 
vivals. And  where  the  congregations  assem- 
ble to  call  upon  the  name  of  God,  he  is 
interested  in  every  supplication,  and  ready 
to  bestow  abundant  blessings.  The  earnest 
believer  loves  the  house  of  God.  See  how 
David  did :  Psa.  L\.\xiv.,  and  cxxii.,  and 
cxxxii.    Do  you  love  it? 

IL  God  has  spoken  glorious  things  of 
his  sanctuary.  It  has  a  glorious  history 
and  a  glorious  prospect.  The  past  is  full  of 
records  of  wondrous  works  of  saving  power. 
The  future  is  big  with  more  remarkable 
events  in  connection  with  the  house  of  God. 

He  has  been  present  in  the  assembly  of 
his  people.  This  was  his  precious  promise 
to  Moses  :  "  In  all  places  where  I  record 
my  name,  I  will  come  unto  thee  and  bless 
thee."  (Exod.  xx.  24.)  It  was  renewed  by 
the  Lord  Jesus  ;  "  Where  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I 
in  the  midst  of  them."  (Matt,  xviii.  20.) 
This  is  not  confined  to  consecrated  places 
as  of  old,  but  is  applicable  to  all  houses  of 
prayer,  where  God  is  honoured,  his  truth  is 
declared,  and  his  believing  people  assemble. 
This  makes  the  place  holy.  This  gives 
dignity  to  the  earthly  building.  This  secures 
blessings  worthy  of  record.  When  John 
Wesley  lay  a-dying,  and  his  afflicted  friends 
were  sorrowing,  he  lifted  up  his  dying  arm, 
and  cried  out  in  triumph,  "  The  best  of  all  is, 
God  is  with  us."  This  we  can  utter  is  the 
glory  of  the  sanctuary,  "  The  best  of  all  is, 
God  is  with  us." 

He  has  often  revealed  his  love,  bestowed 
his  grace,  shed  down  his  Spirit,  revived 
his  people  in  the  earthly  sanctuary,  and 
made  it  a  little  heaven  below.  Here  saints 
have  held  communion  with  their  Father  in 
heaven,  feasted  on  the  bread  of  life,  and 
drunk  of  the  river  of  life.  It  is  the  audience 
chamber  of  God. 

(2.)  Souls  have  been  born  to  God  in  his 
sanctuary  on  earth.  The  most  striking 
event  in  human  history  connected  with  a  place 
of  worship  is,  that  souls  have  been  there  born 
to  the  lile  of  faith  and  holiness.  Brought,  it 
may  be,  out  of  curiosity,  they  have  found  the 
place  a  Bethel,  and  as  they  were  awakened 
from  their  sins,  and  looked  to  the  Lamb  of 
God,  they  were  changed.  Such  was  B.oger 
Miller,  a  man  of  much  sin  and  deep  degrada. 
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tion.  One  Sabbath-day,  a  good  woman  put 
a  tract  into  his  hands  as  he  was  going  to 
a  scene  of  dissipation.  That  evening  he 
went  into  a  place  of  worship,  where  he  heard 
a  sermon  on  Ephes.  ii.  1  :  "  You  hath  he 
quickened,  who  were  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sins."  From  that  hour  a  new  life  beat 
within  him,  and  he  looked  upon  that  chapel 
as  the  birthplace  of  his  soul.  Some  may 
have  been  led  by  friends,  and  from  personal 
experience  of  saving  blessing  have  learned 
to  love  it  as  a  home.  In  the  house  of  God 
men  have  been  born  again  when  they  were 
old,  and  young  hearts  have  passed  early 
through  the  pangs  of  the  second  birth.  The 
scene  on  which  their  memory  for  ever  after 
dwells  witli  deepest  interest  is  that  where 
they  first  saw  the  Lord.  It  may  have  been 
in  arched  cathedral  or  in  plain  tabernacle  ; 
but  it  was  this  house  of  God,  another  gate 
of  heaven,  which  is  evermore  loved  as  the 
place  of  their  spiritual  nativity.  Such  a 
place  was  a  Bethel  to  Jacob.  And  as  a 
mother  loves  thevery  spots whereher  children 
were  born,  so  God  regards  with  interest  every 
sanctuary  where  souls  have  been  renewed. 

III.  This  house  has  been  the  birthplace  of 
souls.  When  God  writes  up  the  people, 
when  he  makes  a  spiritual  census  of  his 
gathered  family,  he  shall  count  this  and  that 
one  a  blessed  company,  whose  souls  were 
born  here.  Fifty  years  ago  it  was  built 
for  this  purpose.  For  fifty  years  it  has 
been  used  for  this  end,  and  we  have  no 
doubt  that  many  have  blissful  memories  of 
being  born  here.  In  this  church  the  pure 
gospel  has  been  preached  ever  since  its 
opening.  Great  numbers  have  heard  its 
blessed  message  from  the  lips  of  honoured 
ministers  of  Christ,  and  not  a  few  have  had 
their  spiritual  birth  within  these  walls. 
Some  who  are  now  titled  peers,  Christian 
ministers,  and  Sunday-school  teachers,  have 
here  been  born.  A  nobleman  who  has  long 
adorned  the  gospel,  and  who  was  not 
ashamed  to  hold  his  family  worship  when 
royalty  visited  his  house,  has  acknowledged 
this  as  the  birthplace  of  his  soul.  There  is 
a  minister  of  a  congregation  in  another 
part  of  England  who  was  led  to  this  place 
as  a  Sunday-scholar,  and  found  eternal  life 
within  these  walls.  Another  I  lately  heard 
of,  who  was  a  scholar  here,  loves  to  visit 
this  scene  of  his  second  birth,  and  is  now 
teaching  little  ones  in  another  town  the 
necessity  of  being  born  again.  These  are 
but  specimens.  Many  more  are  known  to 
God,  to  ministers  departed,  and  to  persons 
living.  There  are  some  among  us  now  who 
here  have  often  found  the  Saviour.  Around 
this  place  many  lie  in  hope  of  a  blessed 
resurrection,  because  of  their  conversion 
here. 


My  hearers,  who  have  often  worshipped 
here,  is  this  the  birthplace  of  your  souls  ? 
Has  it  such  interest  to  you  ?  You  have 
heard  the  word  often,  have  been  exhorted, 
warned,'  invited,  and  entreated  to  come  to 
Jesus.  Have  you  come  ?  Are  you  of  those 
who  shall  be  reckoned  as  born  here  ? 
Have  you  got  good  by  coming  here  ? 

We  trust  many  shall  yet  be  born  here. 
Instead  of  the  father  shall  be  the  children. 
We  use  the  same  means,  have  the  same 
promise,  and  live  in  ho|/eful  days.  Many  are 
now  being  born  to  God  iu  sanctuaries.  The 
Church  is  receiving  a  new  Pentecost.  You 
must  be  born  again,  if  you  would  enter 
heaven,  or  be  in  the  family  of  God.  You 
are  dying  in  sin,  or  in  danger  of  hell;  you 
are  urged  to  embrace  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
and  the  spirit  of  Jesus,  by  whom  you  may 
be  born  again.  Come  to  Jesus.  Believe  in 
him  as  the  Saviour- — all-sufficient,  ready, 
and  able  to  save.  "  He  is  able  to  save  them 
to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto  God  by 
him."  "  To  as  many  as  receive  him  he  gives 
the  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even 
to  them  that  believe  on  his  name."  Come 
this  very  day,  that  this  jubilee  may  be  your 
birthday;  and  when  you  are  asked,  how  old 
are  you  ?  you  may  tell  of  the  day  when  you 
were  here  and  came  to  the  Lord.  A  saint 
once  lay  on  his  dying  bed.  He  had  reason 
to  rejoice.  This  was  his  triumphant  utter- 
niice  :  "  O  blessed  be  God  that  I  was  born. 
I  have  a  father  and  mother,  and  ten  brothers 
and  sisters  in  heaven,  and  I  shall  be  the 
eleventh.  O  blessed  be  the  day  that  ever  I 
was  born  !  O  that  I  were  where  he  is  !  .  . 
The  thing  I  rejoice  in  is  this,  that  God  is 
;il together  full  ;  and  that  in  the  Mediator, 
Christ  Jesus,  is  all  the  fulness  of  the  God- 
head, and  it  will  never  run  out.  If  there 
be  such  a  glory  in  Christ's  conduct  towards 
me  now,  what  will  it  be  to  see  the  Lamb  in 
the  midst  of  the  throne?  My  peace  has 
been  like  a  river.  Blessed  be  God  that  ever 
I  was  born."*  Some  of  you  may  have  had 
friends  born  to  God  in  this  place.  Here 
your  fathers  may  have  found  the  Saviour,  and 
praised  his  name,  and  dedicated  you  to  God 
after  your  earthly  birth,  and  led  you  in 
humble  hope  of  your  new  birth  to  God. 
Have  you  been  born  again?  Are  you  to 
realise  the  fruit  of  their  prayers,  and  ex- 
ample, and  instruction?  Then  come  to 
the  Lord  Jesus.  Patents,  seek  this  for  your 
children,  that  this  place  may  be  their  birth- 
place unto  God.  Teachers,  seek  it  for  your 
scholars,  that  their  Sabbath-school,  associ- 
ated with  this  place,  may  be  a  nursery  for 
heaven.  Scholars,  seek  to  be  born  again. 
You  would  remember,  with  gratitude  to  God, 
the  very  place  where  so  great  a  change  was 
wrought.      You   would  rejoice  when  the 
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anniversary  of  your  birthday  came  round. 
Let  this  be  your  birthday,  by  your  coming 
to  Jesus  for  salvation — by  looking  up  to 
God  and  saying,  "  Father,  I  have  sinned." 
How  rejoiced  would  He  be.  How  happy 
would  you  be.  To  God  it  would  be  more 
glorious  than  your  birth  at  first.  He  would 
say,  "  This,  my  son,  was  dead  and  is  alive 
again,  was  lost  and  is  found."  You  could 
never  forget  the  rescue  of  your  endangered 
soul.  Your  parents  could  not.  And  the 
Lord  shall  count,  when  he  writes  up  the 
people,  that  you  were  born  here. 

Be  found  in  the  house  of  God  when  you 
have  the  opportunity.  There  you  may  meet 
with  God.  It  is  good  to  be  where  blessings 
are  dispensed.  Had  the  poor  bent  woman 
not  been  in  the  synagogue  on  the  Sabbath- 
day,  she  would  not  have  met  with  Jesus  ;  but 
being  there,  she  got  a  cure  for  a  malady  of 
eighteen  years.  Be  regularly  in  the  place 
of  worship.  You  may  get  a  cure  for  your 
soul's  disease,  light  for  your  darkness,  cor- 
dials for  your  troubles.  You  may  find  it 
the  home  of  your  soul  on  earth,  where  you 
are  fed,  and  comforted,  and  trained. 

The  great  day  of  reckoning  hastens. 
Before  another  jubilee  comes  round  all  of  us 
may  be  called  away  ;  millennial  glory  may 
soon  dawn.  God  will  gather  all  the  re- 
deemed to  their  heavenly  home.  He  will 
write  of  each  where  he  was  born.  Methinks 
I  see  soul  after  soul  coming  out  of  that 
myriad  company,  and  declaring  that  he  was 
born  here.  How  many  of  you  will  be  of 
that  number  ?  "  Except  a  man  be  born 
again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God." 

Cheltenham,  21th  August,  1859. 
THE  CRUCIFIXION  OF  CHRIST. 

BY  TUE  LATE  RBV.  THOMAS  NICOL, 
PITEODDIE. 

From  the  deep  bosom  of  yon  sable  cloud, 
That  wraps  the  scenery  in  its  growing 
shroud, 

Flash  the  forked  lightnings,  as  if  anger 
shone 

From  heaven  direct^ — even  God's  eternal 
throne. 

Where  are  the  crowds  that  late  in  circle 
stood. 

With   mingled   thoughts,  and  wander'd 

round  this  wood  ? 
Why  breaks  the  earth  as  if  in  anguish 

riven. 

To  send  forth  mournful  cries  to  listening 
heaven  ? 

Why  ope  the  gates  of  death  to  human  ken. 
And  show  their  dreary  seats  to  mortal  men? 
Why  part  the  vails  that  ^Tapp'd  so  long  in 
night 

The  holy  secrets  of  Ihc  God  of  light  ? 


Why  is  this  Suff'rer  left  alone  to  die, 
No  foe  to  taunt  him,  and  no  friend  to  sigh  ? 
The  cliief  priests,  servants,  soldiers  run 
away. 

And  even  the  weeping  women,  where  are 
they? 

Is  this  some  felon,  guilty  of  a  crime. 
Unheard  before  throughout  the  course  of 
time  ? 

Does  holy  heaven  show  its  direst  frown, 
By  pouring  on  the  wretch  its  threatenings 
down? 

Have  men  forsook  hmi,  without  love  or 
care, 

A  prey  to  self,  to  agony,  and  despair  ? — 
No  !  the  deep  lines  of  purest  love  we  trace. 
Even  to  his  enemies,  in  his  dying  face. 

'Tis  more  than  man,  the  Son  of  God  most 
high, 

Has  said,  "  'Tis  finished,"  as  his  latest  cry — 
No  wonder  that  the  angry  heaven  lowers, 
Groaning   in   thunder  —  weeping   in  the 
showers  ! 

No  wonder  that  the  earth,  in  inmost  heart, 
Feels  deep  the  pangs,  with  sympathetic 
start ; 

No  wonder  that  the  dead  are  struck,  to 
view 

A  scene  so  touching,  wonderful,  and  new  ; 

No  wonder  that  the  vails  should  open  wide. 
Since  Christ,  the  peerless  One,  for  sinners 
died  : — 

O  holy  Jesus !  we  will  love  thee  more, 
Sing  richer  anthems  than  to  God  before  ; 

Give  thee  our  all,  our  heart,  our  lives,  our 
breath  ; 

Take  thee  our  guardian  in  the  hour  of 
death. 

And  in  high  heaven,  where  there  shall  be 
no  night, 

Reflect  thy  glories  in  their  purest  light. 

*        #        #        *  * 
Go,  Bcorner,  go !  mock,  if  you  dare,  the 

cross ; 

His  be  the  praise,  yours  the  eternal  loss. 


MR.  BROWNLOW  NORTH, 

The  following  narrative  (drawn  up  by 
Sir  George  Sinclair)  is  published  almost 
in  the  very  words  in  which  it  was  de- 
livered by  Mr.  North  himself.  At  the 
present  time,  it  will  be  read  with  special 
interest . — 

While  residing  in  Dallas  Lodge  (in 
the  vicinity  of  Elgin),  in  Nov.,  1854,  Mr. 
North,  when  he  sat  playing  at  cards  one 
evening,  suddenly  experienced  a  kind  of 
sensation  as  if  he  were  going  to  drop 
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down  dead.    He  rose  up,  a^id  said  to  his 
son,  '  I  am  a  dead  man — take  me  up- 
stairs.'   As  soon  as  this  was  done  he 
threw  himself  down  on  the  bed,  and  was  i 
convinced  that  he  was  going  to  die.  His  [ 
fiist  reflection  was,  '  Where  am  I  to  go  | 
as  soon  as  I  am  dead  ?'  a  thought  which  | 
at  once  burst  upon  him  in  this  season  of 
trouble,  and  impressed  him  deeply  with  j 
his  need  of  mercy.    He  felt  that  there 
were  but  a  few  minutes  between  himself 
and  hell,  and  how  wretched  and  worthless 
did  all  the  things  for  which  he  had  sold  i 
himself  at  that  moment  appear  !    Still  he 
was  conscious  that  he  must  call  for  mercy; 
and  it  has  often  since  struck  him  how 
wonderful  it  was  that,  at  such  a  moment, 
when  nothing  but  God's  mercy  could  i 
save  him,  he  was  ashamed  to  kneel  and 
ask  for  it,  because  a  maid  was  in  the  j 
room  lighting  the  fire.    The  conflict  was 
sharp,  whether  he  should  wait  until  the  j 
maid  went  out  of  the  apartment,  before 
lie  began  to  pray ;  but,  through  God's , 
grace,  he  did  get  up,  and,  in  her  presence,  | 
threw  himself  down  on  his  knees,  and  | 
began  to  call  upon  God.     Mr.  North  i 
is  firmly  persuaded  that  this  was  the 
turning-point,  and  that  if  he  had  let  that 
woman  go  out  of  the  room  before  he 
prayed  he  never  would  have  prayed  at 
all ;  the  Spirit  of  God  would  have  been 
gone.    On  the  following  day  he  made  a 
public  announcement  to  his  friends  in 
the  house,  and  to  others  by  letter,  that 
from   that  instant   he  had   become  a 
changed  man — a  resolution  which,  in  the 
strength  of  the  Saviour,  he  has  ever  since 
been  enabled  to  keep.    He  immediately 
commenced  family  worship,    and,  bv 
prayer  and  reading  of  the  Scriptures, 
strove  to  find  God,  and  pardon,  and 
peace  ;  but  during  many,  many  months, 
he  rose  night  after  night  from  his  wife's 
side,  that  he  might  retire  in  agony  of 
soul  to  the  dressing-room,  and  engage  in 
earnest  supplication.    As  far  as  he  can 
recollect,  he  first  derived  comfort  and  en- 
couragement from  the  precious  words, 
'  Him  that  cometh  unto  me  I  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out.'  This  gracious  declaration 
enabled  him  to  perceive  that  God's  own 
truth  was  pledged  to  forgive  even  him,  if 
he  believed  in  His  Son  ;  and  these  words 
'no  wise'  still  stand  him  in  good  stead, 
in  his  conflicts  with  unbelief. 

For  about  a  year  he  was  employed 
in  distributing  tracts.  In  March,  1855, 
he  went  to  reside  in  Elgin,  where  he  em- 
ployed himself  in  reading  ;  but  beyond 
the   distribution   of  tracts,  attempted 


nothing  for  the  service  of  God  until 
November  (a  year -after  his  first  awaken- 
ing). At  that  time,  a  woman,  who  car- 
ried letters,  sent  a  request  that  he  would 
come  and  visit  a  dying  niece.  Being  thus 
solicited,  he  went.  This  was  the  first  visit 
of  the  kind  that  he  ever  paid.  He  spoke  to 
the  girl,  and  found  that  she  was  a  Clii  is- 
tian,  in  a  dying  state.  As  soon  as  he 
began,  she  said,  '  Oh,  Sir,  never  mind  me  ; 
but  sav  something  through  me  to  my 
father,  for  father  is  a  bad  man.'  Thus 
invited  he  tried  to  speak  to  the  father  ; 
and  what  with  the  dying  child,  Mr.  N.'s 
words,  and  different  circumstances,  the 
man  seemed  evidently  impressed,  and 
also  his  wife.  At  that  time,  two  Christian 
persons,  witnessing  the  impression  made, 
went  back  again  and  again,  and  were 
evidently  interested  in  the  case.  The 
father  himself  became  perfectly  reformed. 
The  neighbours,  hearing  of  this,  came 
in,  and  Mr.  N.'s  visits  became  a  signal 
for  gathering  around  the  dying  girl's 
bed.  After  Mr.  N.  had  been  for  a  time 
there,  a  woman  came  to  him  and  said, 
'  Oh,  sir,  I  wish  you  would  come  and 
s|)eak  to  my  husband,  as  you  are  speak- 
ing here,  for  he  is  a  bad  man,  too,  and 
I  think  you  might  do  him  good.'  Thus 
asked,  he  went  ;  and  this  man  also 
listened  attentively,  and  seemed  im- 
pressed ;  so  that  when  Mr.  N.  was  about 
to  leave  him,  he  asked  him  to  come  back, 
saving  that  he  would  get  ten  or  twelve 
fellow-workmen  (journeyman  shoe- 
makers) to  come  and  hear  him,  and 
that  this  might  do  much  good.  This 
man  has  since  died  rejoicing.  Mr.  N. 
went  and  found  about  twelve  persons 
assembled,  who  listened  very  attentively, 
and,  when  he  had  finished,  said  that 
they  would  come  again,  if  he  would 
again  come  and  speak  to  them.  He  went 
back  at  their  request,  on  an  appointed 
evening,  and  found  the  little  room 
crowded  with  about  fifty  or  sixty  per- 
sons. Another  then  applied,  and  then 
another,  until,  in  a  short  time,  Mr.  N. 
found  himself  giving  about  eight  or  nine 
lectures  in  the  week  ;  the  largest  locality 
being  a  granary,  which  held  about  two 
hundred.  As  he  had  been  brought  up, 
and  continues  to  be,  an  Episcopalian, 
strong  doubts  as  to  the  lawfulness  of 
what  he  was  doing  constantly  crossed 
his  mind — increasing  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  his  sphere  of  labour.  These 
he,  from  the  first,  laid  before  God  in 
prayer,  and  asked  him  not  to  permit 
him  to  go  on,  if  this  work  were  not  in 
23 
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accordance  with  his  will.  The  answer 
he  received  to  this  prayer  was  an  in- 
creasing number  of  applications  for  him 
to  go  and  address  the  people ;  and  also 
the  seeing  and  hearing  of  a  still  greater 
number  of  persons  being  seriously  im- 
pressed by  what  he  was  enabled  to  say 
to  them.  Matters  went  on  in  this  way 
until  the  following  May,  1850,  when, 
being  quite  exhausted,  and  his  voice 
completely  gone,  through  over- exertion, 
he  was  ordered  by  the  doctor  to  leave 
Elgin,  and  felt  relieved  and  happy  in 
doing  so,  as  he  saw  in  his  departure  the 
breaking  up  of  a  work  as  to  which  he 
couid  not  altogether  succeed  in  per- 
suading himself  that  he  was  not  taking 
too  much  upon  himself  by  carrying  it 
on  ;  and  he  imagined  that,  as  he  had 
never  offered  himself  to  do  anything,  but 
only  consented  to  do  what  was  asked, 
and  what,  when  invited,  he  did  not  dare 
to  refuse,  he  would  not,  in  a  strange 
place,  at  a  distance  from  Elgin,  find  any 
one  who  could  ask  him  to  do  anything. 
His  astonishment,  therefore,  was  great, 
when,  after  about  ten  days'  residence  in 
the  country  at  Dallas,  the  excellent  Free 
Church  minister,  Mr.  Davidson,  came  to 
him,  and  said  that  he  was  going  from 
home,  and  that,  consequently,  there 
would  be  no  service  in  his  church  unless 
Mr.  N.  would  undertake  the  duty.  Mr. 
N.  looked  upon  the  proposal  as  an  ab- 
surdity ;  but  Mr.  D.  pressed  him  earnest- 
ly, and  asked  if  the  statement  which  he 
had  heard  was  true,  that  he  never  offered 
to  do  anything,  but  never  refused  when 
invited  to  undertake  what  could  be  done. 
When  Mr.  N.  told  him  that  lie  was  not 
ordained,  he  replied,  '  That  is  mv  affair,' 
and  expressed  his  firm  opinion  that  Mr. 
N.,  as  a  Christian  man,  was  bound  to 
avail  himself  of  every  door  that  was  set 
open  before  him  ;  and  it  was  ultimately 
agreed,  that  if  one  of  the  elders  prayed 
and  read  the  chapter,  and  called  on  him 
to  give  an  address,  Mr.  N.  would  do 
what  he  could.  When  the  Lord's-day 
arrived,  this  agreement  was  carried  out. 
On  the  following  morning  there  was  a 
great  flood  in  the  river,  and  two  little 
children,  attempting  to  cross  on  a  plank, 
were  washed  off  and  diowned.  This  sad 
event  created  a  great  disturbance  in  the 
small  village,  and,  as  the  minister  was 
from  home,  the  father  came  and  entreated 
Mr.  N.  to  try  and  comfort  the  bereaved 
mother.  The  bodies  of  the  children  were 
not  easily  recovered  ;  the  one  was  found 
on  one  day,  and  the  other  on  another. 


The  whole  village  gathered  at  the  door, 
and  a  great  opportunity  was  thus  af-  i 
forded  to  Mr.  North  to  impiess  still  | 
more  earnestly  the  truths  delivered  on 
the  preceding  Sabbath.  Mr.  Davidson 
returned  towards  the  end  of  the  week  ; 
and,  believing  that  good  had  been  done, 
urged  him  to  speak  again,  as  he  himself 
was  going  to  Pluscarden  Abbey.  He  did 
so  ;  and,  on  this  occasion,  found  the 
church  crammed  with  people,  who  came 
from  a  distance  to  listen.  An  urgent 
request  was  sent  from  Forres  to  ask  an 
address  from  Mr.  North.  He  again 
alleged  the  same  objections  which  he 
had  stated  to  Mr.  Davidson,  but  with- 
out any  avail,  and  he  ultimately  agreed 
to  go.  From  that  moment  applications 
poured  in  from  all  quarters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and  wherever  he  went,  he 
always  found  that  the  church  could 
scarcely  contain  the  crowds  who  came 
to  hear,  added  to  which,  so  far  as  human 
eye  could  see,  God  was  pleased  to  grant 
the  same  blessing  and  continuance  in 
almost  every  place.  In  the  following 
March,,  1857,  Mr.  Moody  Stuart  wrote 
and  asked  him  to  speak  in  his  church  ; 
and  also,  about  the  same  time,  Mr. 
Robertson,  minister  of  the  Greyfriars' 
(Establishment).  Since  that  period, 
ministers  and  members  of  all  denomi- 
nations have  been  most  kind  in  placing 
opportunities  for  preaching  at  his  dis- 
posal ;  and,  if  he  could  accomplish  ten 
times  as  much  as  he  does,  it  would  still 
be  impossible  to  overtake  all  the  work 
set  before  him.  At  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland, 
in  May  last,  Mr.  North  was  welcomed 
as  an  evangelist,  and  subsequently,  at 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Irish  Pres-  | 
byterian  Church,  held  in  Dublin,  the  ' 
pulpits  of  that  church  were  offered  to  ; 
him.  Thus,  having  received  help  of  God, 
he  continues  unto  this  day  receiving  and 
accepting  invitations  to  preach  in  various  j 
quarters  ;  and,  what  is  of  far  greater 
importance,  having  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  God  is  still  pleased  to  vouch- 
safe a  signal  and  special  blessing  upon 
his  labours — in  illustration  of  which  it 
may  be  ,  added,  that  the  father  and 
mother  of  the  dying  girl  previously  men- 
tioned are  now  Christians,  and  the  wife 
of  the  '  bad  man'  subsequently  alluded 
I  to,  who  was  then  quite  well,  has  since 
died  rejoicing." 

[Mr.  North,  who,  we  believe,  preaches 
about  five  or  six  times  a-week,  is  to  be 
in  Dundee  till  the  end  of  November  ;  and 
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in  December  he  is  to  preach  in  Exeter  |  May  his  visit  to  the  metropolis  be  for 
Hall,  London,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  much  good.] 
Young    Men's   Christian  Association.! 


To  the  Editor  of  the  English  Presbyterian  Messenger. 

London,  Oct.  20th,  1859.    I  willing,  be  commemorated  in  Edinburgh  in 
Dear  Sir, — As  convener  of  the  com-  the  year  1860. 

mittee  appointed  at  last  Synod  to  co- j  Such  a  commemoration  cannot  fail  to  have 
operate  with  other  committees  appointed  ^^^^  <=ffect  of  drawing  forth  the  sympathies  of 
in  Scotland,  to  arrange  for  a  Tercentenary  ^^"^  Protestant  in  our  land,  as  well  as  of 
Commemoration  of  the  Scottish  Reforraa- i  Scotchmen  in  all  parts  of  the 


world,  and  ought  to  result  in  some  combined 
and  vigorous  effort  to  resist  the  aggressions 
I  of  Rome,  and  perpetuate  the  innumerable 
blessings  of  the  Reformation. 

Such  a  movement  is  due  to  the  memory 
[  of  our  reforming  fathers,  who  shed  their 


tion  in  1800,  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
j  sending  you  for  publication  the  accom- 
panying programme,  which  has  recently  i 
been  issued  by  the  Scottish  Reformation  | 
Society.    It  will  thus  be  seen  that  that  I 

Society  has  thrown  itself  heartily  into  j  blood  for  those  glorious  principles  which 
the  proposal,  and  has  already  begun  to  have  made  our  land  great,  and  is  much 
ma'Ke  preparations  for   the  celebration  |  called  for  in  the  present  times,  when  Rome 
with  all  its  wonted  energy.    What  the  is  plying  her  machinations  so  artfully  and 
j  programme  proposes,  it  will  be  obser^'ed,  ;  successfully,  while  the  principles  of  the 
I  is  independent  of  any  steps  which  the  j  Reformation  are  suffered  by  many  to  sink 
!  different  churches  mav  take  in  their  eccle-  i        comparative  oblivion,  and  great  masses 
siastical  and  corporate  capacity.     Our  !  °'         peop'e  and  their  children  are  being 
own  Synod, 
other  bodie 

the  first  to  meet  next  spring  will  hav^  |     "  >">  •i'^  view  ot  carryi 
^1    ,  I     t..-  I     AT        I  luemoration  on  a  broad  and  unsectarian 

the  honour  ot  setting  an  example.  Mean-,,  .  n   .u  .. 

-  -     °     .         '  '  bnsis,   m   addition    to    all   that  separate 


inrt    corporate    capacity.      Uur  :  V'^"l"<=  me'r  cnuureu  are  uciug 

:i,  I  doubt  not,  will  not  be  behind  , '"^'•'i''^'^'        ^"'"'^  °^  ^^^"^  entrapped,  by 

ies  in  this  respect,  but  being  :  ""I         5  '^^  "  Man  of  Sin." 

„  ^„..;„™  ,„;ii  '      "       'he  view  of  carrying  out  this  com- 


while  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  proposals 
of  the  Reformation  Society  will  excite  a 
lively  interest  and  sympathy  in  the  ob 


churches  may  do,  there  will  be,  with  devo- 
tional exercises,  a  series  of  meetings  held 
in  Edinburgh  during  four  days,  brginning 


jects  of  the  commemoration  throughout  on  Tuesday,  the  Mth  day  of  August,  I860,* 


our  Church. 

I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

Peter  Lorimer. 

Programme  of  Arrangements  for  Comme- 
morating the  Tricentenary  of  the  Re- 
formation from  Popery  in  Scotland. 

The  Reformation  from  Popery  in  1560  is 
one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the 
history  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Scotland, 
and  has  been  productive  of  the  greatest  and 
best  results.  From  peculiar  circumstances, 
this  event  was  not  specially  commemorated 
in  the  years  1660  and  1760:  but,  in  the 
merciful  providence  of  God,  our  lot  has 
fallen  in  better  times,  and  therefore  a  Tri- 
centenary of  the  Reformation   will,  God 

*  1560,  August  1.— The  Scottish  Parliament  assemUed,  and  oa  the  17th  the  Confesaion  of  Faith 
was  ratified,  and  the  Protestant  religion  formally  estalilished. 

December  20. — First  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  was  held  at  Edinburgh. —  ^^'orks  of  John 
Knox,  edited  by  David  Laing.  Chronological  Notes,  page  19. 


to  which  not  only  Protestant  Scotchmen  at 
home,  but  Protestants  from  all  lands,  and  of 
all  evangelical  denominations,  are  hereby 
invited,  and  at  which  papers,  forming  the 
basis  of  conversation,  will  be  read,  illustra- 
tive of  the  civil  and  religious  history  of 
Scotland  before,  at,  and  subsequent  to  the 
Reformation,  with  special  reference  to  our 
present  duty, — the  great  object  of  such 
papers  being  to  enlighten  the  people  on  the 
true  nature  of  the  Reformation  in  Scotland, 
and  its  blessed  results.  The  papers  may 
embrace  such  subjects  as  the  following: — 

1.  State  of  Scotland,  civil  and  religious, 
before  the  Reformation. 

2.  Immediate  causes  that  led  to  the  Re- 
formation. 
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3.  The  hand  of  God  in  the  Reformation. 

4.  The  Reformation  itself,  and  what  it 
accomplished. 

5.  The  principal  characters  that  figured 
in  the  Scottish  Reformation. 

6.  The  imperfections  of  the  Reformation 
in  Scotland. 

7.  Contrast  of  the  Scottish  Reformation 
■with  the  Reformation  in  other  countries. 

8.  Leadinar  doctrinal  principles  of  the 
Reformation  in  Scotland. 

9.  Subsequent  history  and  present  state 
of  Scotland  in  reference  to  Protestantism. 

10.  Recent  advances  of  Rome,  and  the 
causes  of  them. 

11.  Present  duties  of  Scottish  Protestants 
towards  their  own  land. 

12.  Importance  of  a  Protestant  Institute 
at  Edinburgh,  to  reach  the  educated  youth, 
and  the  future  ministers  and  teachers  of 
Scotland,  and  recent  experience  in  connec- 
tion with  the  training  of  students  in  the 
distinctive  principles  of  the  Reformation. 

13.  State  of  Protestantism  in  England, 
with  the  dangers  thence  arising. 

14.  State  of  Protestantism  in  Ireland, 
and  causes  of  the  limited  diffusion  of  the 
principles  of  the  Reformation  in  that 
country,  with  its  present  state  and  pros- 
pects, in  connection  with  the  late  remarkable 
revival  of  religion. 

15.  State  of  Protestantism  in  the  various 
colonies  of  Britain,  and  the  support  given 
to  Popery  by  their  respective  governments. 

16.  State  of  Protestantism  in  the  conti- 
nents of  Europe  and  America,  with  the 
duty  of  Scottish  Protestants  in  reference 
thereto. 

These,  and  similar  topics,  which  may 
occur  to  any  friends  who  intend  to  be  pre- 
sent, will  form  appropriate  subjects  for 
essays,  to  be  followed  by  free  conversation, 
and  accompanied  with  devotional  exercises. 

Megwlations  concerning  Papers. 
1.  AH  communications  concerning  the 


Commemoration,  and  the  papers  to  be  read, 
with  any  additional  suggestions,  to  be  for- 
warded to  Mr.  Badenoch,  the  Secretary,  at 
6,  York  Place,  Edinburgh. 

2.  Papers  intended  to  be  read  to  be  for- 
warded to  him  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
July,  1860. 

3.  All  papers  to  have  on  the  first  page  the 
title  of  the  subject,  the  author's  name  and 
address  ;  and  if  from  abroad,  to  be  accom- 
panied with  a  note,  stating  the  time  at  which 
the  author  expects  to  be  in  Scotland,  and 
wliere  a  letter  may  find  him. 

4.  The  Committee  on  Papers  will  have 
the  power  of  rejecting  any  paper  they  may 
deem  inappropriate. 

5.  The  reading  of  any  paper  shall  not, 
except  by  special  permission,  exceed  twenty 
minutes. 

6.  No  paper  read  shall  be  published  sepa- 
rately until  the  volume  of  papers  of  the 
Commemoration  is  published. 

7.  The  Committee,  in  publishing  said 
volume,  reserve  power  to  print  papers  either 
in  whole  or  in  part,  as  may  seem  most 
expedient. 

It  is  earnestly  requested  that  the  papers 
be  distinctly  and  legibly  written. 

It  is  also  specially  desired  that  deputations 
or  strangers  from  abroad  should  inform  the 
Secretary,  as  early  as  possible,  of  their 
intention  of  being  present  at  the  Comme- 
moration. 

It  is  also  earnestly  requested  that  those 
friends  in  Edinburgh,  who  may  be  desirous 
of  accommodating  strangers,  will  be  so  good 
as  to  communicate  with  the  Secretary. 

As  considerable  expense  will  be  incurred 
in  connection  with  the  Commemoration,  sub- 
scriptions are  earnestly  invited.  They  may 
be  remitted  to  Wm.  Leekie,  Esq.,  Com- 
mercial Bank  of  Scotland,  Edinburgh. 

Fuller  details  will  be  hereafter  published. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee. 
Office  of  the  Scottish  Reformation 
Society,  6,  York  Place,  Sept.,  1859. 


COKFU. 

Mr.  Charteris  to  the  Treasurer. 


Deab  Madam, — This  is  rather  the 
end  than  the  beginning  of  a  very  long 
letter  I  wrote  y  es  terduy,*  but  I  hope  you 
will  consider  this  and  the  one  sent  to 


Mrs.  Patison  as  my  "  Quarterly."  We 
expect  the  14th  Kegiment  to  Ci>mefrom 
Cephalonia,  previous  to  embarkation 
for  some  other  destination.  This  dread- 


*  Giving  a  most  interesting  detail  of  the  trials  and  hardships  of  a  young  convert,  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  through  the  instrumentality  ot  Dr.  Viny,  of  Athens. 
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ful  transaction ;in  China  may,  however, 
change  the  route  of  many  a  corps — if 
there  is  to  be  war  with  the  celestials. 
I  have  had  no  news  from  my  friends  of 
the  91st  for  a  long  time,  and  I  fear  my 
last  letter  to  them  may  have  miscarried. 
I  shall  write  them  again  soon.  The 
garrison  school  is  being  fitted  up  as  a 
reading-room  for  the  soldiers  during 
the  winter  months.  It  is  to  be  well 
lighted  and  heated,  with  moveable  tables 
in  the  centre — a  great  boon  indeed  to 
the  soldier,  forming  for  them  a  place  of 
resort  within  the  bari'acks.  There  is 
some  talk  of  having  also  a  soldiers' 
institute,  but  there  are  difficulties  of  a 
local  kind  in  the  way. 

Mr.  Howes,  the  Scripture  reader, 
(of  whose  arrival  here  I  formerly 
mentioned)  is  a  very  active  person,  and 
is,  I  hope,  doing  a  good  work  here.  He 
has  both  Sabbath  and  week-day  classes, 
well  attended.  My  own  Sabbath  school 
consists  of  boys  and  girls ;  a  good 
many  belong  to  the  2ud  Regiment. 
I  hope  they  will  be  replaced  by  as 
many  of  the  14th,  for  I  love  teaching 
the  young.  My  evening  classes  are 
beginning  to  draw  out  again.  I  like 
tiiis  class  very  much  ;  it  is  profitable  to 
myself,  and  I  usually  ask  a  pious 
sergeant  of  tlio  Engineers  to  close  with 
prayer, which  he  does  with  rauchfervour 
and  unction.  I  should  feel  obliged  by 
your  sending  me  out  50  new  psalm- 
books  and  21  more  catechisms,  as 
those  you  formerly  sent  are  almost 
all  sold,  and  a  great  many  of  my 
present  audience  have  not  psalm-books. 

As  I  told  you  before,  my  congrega- 
tion is  much  increased.  Tiie  garrison 
school-room  is  pretty  well  filled  each 
Lord's-day.  If  we  have  the  11th 
Regiment  here,  I  believe  we  shall  have 
still  more.  I  have  begun  the  first  of 
a  few  discourses  on  John's  G-ospel,  3rd 
chapter,  from  the  1st  to  the  8th  verse. 
I  have  been  led  to  this  by  reading  in 
the  journals  the  interesting  news  from 
Ireland.  May  the  Lord  vouchsafe 
regeneration  or  revival  to  us  here  also. 
Tiie  Spirit  is  not  limited  to  place.  "The 
wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth." 
Brethren,  pray  for  us. 

(Signed)  William  Chaeteeis. 
Corfu,  September,  1859. 

On  Friday   last,  the   first  of  the 

month,  I  went,  with  Col.  I  and  two 

friends,  to  Mount  Sc.  Salvador,  the 
highest  peak  of  the  island.    I  have 


been  here  nearly  fourteen  years,  and 
had  never  ascended,  though  my  curi- 
osity to  do  so  has  all  along  been  great. 
We  crossed  in  a  boat  to  a  part  of  the 
mountain  where  the  ascent  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  least  arduous.  Col. 

I  •  and  one  of  his  officers  preferred 

to  go  afoot.  The  other  rode  a  horse, 
and  I  a  mule — a  true,  sure-footed  crea- 
ture, the  first  of  the  kind  I  had  ever 
mounted.  The  ascent  was  very  rough 
the  whole  way — by  a  narrow  beaten 
path  along  the  mountain-side  ;  above, 
the  frowning  mountain,  and  below,  a 
rapid  declivity,  down  which  we  must 
have  rolled  had  our  animals  missed 
their  footing.  Tor  about  half  an  hour 
we  mounted  upwards  among  olive 
woods.  Then  we  passed  through  a 
brushwood  of  wild  oak,  arbutus,  &c. 
At  last  all  wood  disappeared,  with  the 
exception  of  a  single  pear-tree  here 
and  there  in  some  deep  dell.  We  saw 
several  beautiful  valleys,  of  which  we 
could  not  have  the  least  idea  viewing 
the  mountain  from  Corfu.  We  on 
horseback  had  to  make  a  detour  that 

detained  us.    Col.  I          and  a  little 

boy,  whom  he  took  for  a  guide,  found 
a  shorter  way,  and  reached  the  summit 
before  us.  We  at  last,  after  two  and 
a  half  hours'  hard  toil,  gained  the  top  ; 
and  though  the  day  was  somewhat 
hazy,  we  were  well  repaid  by  an  ex- 
tended view  of  the  Albanian  coast, 
of  the  rich  valley  of  Botrinto,  of  the 
whole  island  of  Corfu,  and  of  a  good 
part  of  the  Adriatic.  The  haze  chiefly 
rested  on  the  sea,  which  is  fully  one 
hundred  miles  in  widtli.  If  the  sky 
had  been  clear,  we  might  have  very 
nearly  seen  Italy.  I  have  seen  it 
looming  from  other  high  points  of  our 
island.  There  is  a  monastery  at  the 
top  in  a  very  ruinous  condition,  though 
it  is  said  to  be  rich  in  endowments. 
The  cells,  of  which  there  are  a  goodly 
number,  v^ere  all  tenantless,  and  gave 
evidence  of  having  been  used  as  stalls 
for  horses  in  August,  when  there  is  a 
large  assemblage  from  all  parts  of  the 
island,  of  persons  who  come  to  pay 
their  vows  as  pilgrims.  The  scene  may 
then  be  more  animated,  and  there 
must  be  full  scope  for  the  sound  of 
hundreds  of  clear  Greek  voices ;  but 
we  found  the  place  wearing  an  aspect 
of  irremediable  desolation  —  a  high 
place  of  idolatry  going  to  decay.  Not 
a  single  monk  resident  there  to  sing  a 
requiem   over  his   order,  that  have 
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passed  away  without  the  regret  of 
humanity  in  general.  We  got  a  draught 
of  cold  \>ater  from  a  cistern  in  the 
court,  which  was  very  refreshing  to 
the  thirsty.  We  did  not  linger  to  see 
the  sun  set  in  clouds,  but  began  our 
descent  in  order  to  reach  the  shore 
before  darkness  might  render  it  more 
perilous.  This  we  effected  at  a  more 
rapid  pace  in  one  hour  and  a  half.  We  j 
then  bathed  in  the  sea,  sat  down  to  an  ! 
ample  repast  under  an  olive  tree,  and 
after  doing  full  justice  to  the  viands, 
we  returned  to  Corfu  at  half-past  ten, 
p.m.  It  was  a  very  pleasant  day,  and 
I  much  enjoyed  it.  If  I  have  failed  in 
doing  justice  to  our  tour,  you  must 
attribute  it  not  to  the  sul)jeet,  but  to 
the  writer,  who  is  very  much  fatigued 
after  preaching  three  times  yesterday, 
on  which  the  thermometer  stood  at 
96"  in  the  shade. 

The  moral  features  of  the  scene 
were  as  rude  as  itself.  There  was 
one  ruinous  village  at  the  foot  of 
the  steepest  ascent.  The  inhabi- 
tants were  all  out  of  their  houses 
on  the  mountain-sides,  reaping  their 
barley,  which,  considering  the  nature 
of  the  soil,  appeared  good  beyond  all 


expectation.  One  of  our  young  officers' 
who  had  been  to  the  summit  before, 
remained  near  this  village  to  make  a 
.'^ketch  of  it.  While  quietly  engaged 
in  the  gentle  art,  he  was  assailed  by  a 
volley  of  large  stones  from  a  ruinous 
building  near  him.  He  sprung  up  and 
boldly  rushed  up  to  the  building,  but 
the  delinquents  were  retreating.  He 
afterwards  found  the  chief  man  of  the 
village,  and  complained  to  him  of  his 
people,  threatening  to  lodge  a  complaint 
with  the  head  of  police.  I  believe 
that,  like  other  wild  people,  the 
mountaineers  have  a  dislike  to  sketchers. 
The  boy  who  led  my  mvde  said  they 
are  a  darkened  people — they  have  no 
light.  If  they  knew  better,  they  would 
not  stone  milord  Inglese. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you 
soon.  I  hope  you  will  continue  your 
monthly  as  usual.  Will  you  remember 
me  very  kindly  to  all  your  family,  and 
also  to  Mrs.  Patison,  to  whom  I  shall 
write  ere  long. 

Believe  me,  dear  Madam, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 
W.  Chahtekis. 


THE  COLLEGE  FUND. 


According  to  appointment  of  Synod, 
the  annual  collection  on  behalf  of  the 
College  Fund  falls  to  be  made  in  all  our 
congregations  on  the  third  Suhhath  of 
November  ;  and  the  Committee  trust  that 
the  appeal  will  be  responded  to  with 
that  liberality  which  the  importance 
and  the  necessities  of  the  Institution  so 
urgently  demand. 

The  Winter  Session  of  our  College 
was  publicly  opened  this  year  with  an 
inaugural  lecture  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  M'Crie, 
on  Tuesday,  the  4th  of  October.  That 
lecture,  the  subject  of  which  was  "  The 
Present  Position  and  Tendencies  of  Uni- 
tarianisra  in  England,"  at  the  request 
of  the  ministers  and  office-bearers  of  the 
Presbytery  of  London,  and  others  who 
heard  it,  conveyed  by  Dr.  Hamilton, 
will  be  shortly  published. 


The  Session  has  commenced  auspici- 
ousl}',  judging  from  the  highly  creditable 
manner  in  which  all  the  students  have 
passed  their  examinations,  and  from  there 
being  an  accession  to  their  number  more 
than  sufficient  to  supply  the  room  of 
those  licensed  during  the  past  year.  It 
has  proved  a  source  of  great  encourage- 
ment to  the  professors,  and  must  be 
gratifying  to  all  the  friends  of  the  Col- 
lege to  witness  the  acceptability,  as 
preachers,  of  the  licentiates  who  have 
lately  passed,  and  several  of  whom  have 
been  promptly  called  to  supply  pastoral 
charges  in  our  church.  The  recent  ap- 
pointment of  two  of  our  students,  of 
two  years'  standing,  to  missionary  labour 
in  China,  in  connection  with  the  London 
Missionary  Society,  is  a  pleasing  proof 
of  the  regard  paid  to  the  training  in  our 
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College  by  other  denominations.  And 
we  may  take  this  occasion  to  remark, 
that  the  number  of  its  alumni  who  have 
been  received  into  the  service  of  other 
churches  affords  no  mean  test  of  its  use- 
fulness, while  it  indicates  that  it  has 
taken  its  place  among  the  time-honoured 
institutions  of  the  land. 

The  urgent  need  for  such  a  seminary 
as  ours  is  becoming  more  and  more  ap- 
parent every  day.    The  Lord  seems  to  j 
be  opening  to  us  in  England  "  a  great  | 
door  and  effectual."    Without  any  effort  | 
on  our  part,  fields  of  usefulness  are  open-  , 
ing  up  all  around  us,  churches  are  offered  i 
to  us,  congregations  are  ready  to  receive  } 
our  ministrations,  and,  at  this  very  mo-  j 
raent,  fresh  applications  are  pouring  m.  ^ 
In  some  of  these  cases  we  have  been  able 
to  enter  in  and  take  possession  ;  but  it  j 
is  obvious  that,  to  meet  the  increasing  : 
demand,  efforts,  such  as  were  never  made  | 
nor  needed  in  former  days,  must  now  be  | 
put  forth  to  furnish  on  the  spot,  and  out 
of  the  materials  around  us,  a  suitable 
supply.    Never  were  the  words  of  our  [ 
Lord  more  applicable  :    "  The   harvest  ■ 
truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are 
few  ;  pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest,  that  he  would  send  forth  la- 
bourers into  his  harvest." 

With  everything  in  the  past  history 
and  present  condition  of  the  College  to 
encourage  them,  the  only  source  of  con- 
cern to  the  Committee  is  to  secure  an 
adequate  provision  for  its  maintenance. 
It  is  evident  that  the  College  scheme 
cannot  exist,  unless  the  income  be  made 
fully  equal  to  its  present  expenditure. 
In  this  respect  it  differs  from  some  of 
the  other  undertakings  of  our  church, 
being  pledged  to  a  definite  expense,  which 
it  is  impossible  to  square  with  an  inade- 
quate income.  It  may  be  stated,  that 
the  current  funds  are  more  than  ex- 
hausted, and  that  a  considerable  deficit 
still  remains  to  meet  the  expense  of  the 
removal  which  was  effected  last  year. 
To  place  these  funds  on  a  satisfactory 
footing,  the  Committee  now  confidently 
appeal  to  our  Chiistian  people,  praying 
that  a  spirit  of  liberality  may  be  poured 
out  upon  them,  corresponding  to  the 
liberality  with  which  God  is  dealing  with 
us  as  a  church.  "  Freely  ye  have  re- 
ceived ;  freely  give." 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Arch.  T.  Ritchie,  Treasurer. 
20,  Poultry,  London,  E.C. 


HOME  MISSION  FUND. 
Donatiou— Mr.  Robert  Barbour      .  £20 

SYNOD  SCHOOL  FUND. 

Vorham  sSl 

Baiikbill,  Berwick  ....  1 
River  Terrace,  London  : — 

Colleciion  .  .  .  £7  18  6 
Association  to  August   .12  6 


0  0 


Islington  Church,  Liverpool 

Trinity  Church,  Newca-tle  . 

St.  .\ndrew's,  Manchester  . 

Risley  :— 

Collection  .  .  .  f  1 
Association    ...  0 


17  0 
5  0 
8  0 


1  6 
5  7 


St.  Mark's  Church,  Greenwich 

John  Johnstone, 

Treaturer. 

67,  New  Bond  Street,  W., 
2>nd  Oct.,  1859. 

CORFU  MISSION. 
The  Treasurer  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  Society 
to  the  Corfu  Mission  begs  gratefully  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  :- 


Hrampton  Sabbath  School     .       .  .£080 

Woolwich  ditto,  per  Mr.  Blest  .  .10  0 
Krniiy  Blest,  ditto  .  .  .026 
•St.  George's,  Sunderland,  ditto, per  Mr. 

W.  M.  Reed  10  0 

.St.  Peter's,  Liverpool,  ditto,  per  Mr. 

Crooks  2   9  6 

Resent  Square  Association  .  .  .  15  6  0 
.Maiichesier  Juvenile  Association,  per 

Mr.  Fleming  3   0  0 

Ladies'  Association,  Grosvenor  Square, 

Manchester,  per  Mrs.  C.  Stewart  .  0  0 
Liverpool  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  per  Mr. 

Crooks  14   2  6 

Mrs.  Ferguson  0  10  0 

.Mrs.  Murray  0  10  6 

.Mrs.  JosHiili  Williams    .      .      .      .   0  10  0 

Miss  E.  Williams  0   5  0 

Miss  WiUiams  0   5  0 

.Mrs.  Watson  0  10  0 

.Mrs.  Matheson  0  10  0 

,  Mrs.  Taylor  0  10  0 

I  Miss  Taylor  0   5  0 

I  .Mrs.  Duncan  0  10  6 

Mr.  Bair.bridge  0  10  0 

Mrs.  Gordon  Burn,  collected      .      .   0  10  0 

.Miss  Wake,  Sunderland        .       .       .10  0 

.Mr.  S.  Webster  0   4  6 

.Miss  E.  Wfbster,  for  16G0      .       .       .   0  12  6 

Dr.  Hunter  0   7  6 

Mr.  Harkness  0  10  0 

.Mrs.  M'Cne  0  10  0 

.Mrs.  Fisher  0   5  0 

Sir  Culling  E.  Eardley,  Bart.,  Belvidere  1  0  0 
Jlr.  Campbell,  Corfu      .      .  .044 

Maby  Webster, 

Treasurer. 

24,  Brook  Street,  London. 

COLLEGE  FUND. 

Oct.  5,   Quarter's   Rent   of  Upper 

Floors       .      .      .      .  £10  0  0 

,,  21,  Subscriptions:— 

Robert  McEwen,  Esq,,  Man- 
chester     .      .  ..100 

„  24,  Regent  Square  Congrejiation- 
al  Association  for  Michael- 
mas Quarter,  per  James 
M.  Napier,  Esq.        .       .    14    1  9 

„  27,    Students'  fees  (iii  part);      .     6   6  0 

FOR  SCHOLARSHIPS. 
Contributions  from  Brighton  Congre- 
gation, by  the  Rev.  M.  M'Laren      .     5   0  0 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Haddo      .       .  .500 
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2  6 

5  0 

5  0 

2  6 

2  6 


Towards  furnishing  the  Students'  apartments  :— 
Mrs.  William  Ferguson  .  .  .£100 
Rev.  Mr.  Douglas,  Alnwick  .  .  0  10  0 
Congregation  at    Branton,  by  the 

Rev.  James  BIythe  .       .       .  .540 
Miss  Jessie  Bell,  19,  Grooms  Hill     .     0   3  0 
The  following  contributions  from  Fel- 
ton,  by  Mis.  Hudson  : — 

Rev.  Mr.  Hoy  ...  0 
Mrs.  Thomas  Hudson  .  0 
JSlisses  Hudson  .  .  0 
Dr.  Robertson  ;  .  0 
Mrs.  James  Hudson  .  0 
Mrs.  Mack  .  .  .026 
Mrs.  Miller  .  .  .020 
Mrs.  Brown     .       .  .026 

•  1    4  6 

In  acknowledging  these  kind  contributions, 
the  Treasurer  trusts  lie  will  be  excused — when  it  is 
stated  that  an  outlay  has  been  incurred  in  lodg- 
ing the  Students — should  he  remind  the  friends 
of  the  College  that  funds  are  much  needed  for 
this  particular  object. 

Archd.  T.  Ritchie, 

Hon.  Treasurer, 

26,  Poultry,  London,  B.C. 


rKESBTTERY  OF  LONDON. 

This  Presbytery  met.  on  Tuesday,  Oct. 
11th,  in  the  College  Hall,  Queen  Square. 
There  were  present  Dr.  M'Crie,  moderator 
pro  tern. ;  Drs.  Hamilton,  Lorimer,  and 
Weir;  Messrs.  Chalmers,  Thompson, 
Fisher,  Roberts,  Duncan,  Keedy,  M'Laren, 
and  Ballantyne,  ministers ;  and  Messrs. 
Ritchie,  Tulloch,  Dingwall,  Mathieson, 
Bruce,  and  Anderson,  elders. 

The  resignation  of  the  temporary  session 
of  Alderney,  given  in  at  last  meeting,  was 
considered  and  accepted.  Another  session, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Wright,  of  Southampton, 
and  Messrs.  J.  E.  Mathieson,  J.  R.  Robert- 
son, and  M'Kean,  was  appointed  ;  Mr. 
Wright,  of  Southampton,  to  act  as  mode- 
rator, in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wright,  mi- 
nister of  the  congregation. 

An  application  from  Alderney,  for  a  re- 
commendation from  the  Presbytery  to  assist 
the  people  there  in  their  efforts  to  erect  a 
new  church,  was  granted. 

Mr. Wright,  on  belialf  of  the  Committee 
on  Chaplamcies,  with  special  reference  to 
Woolwich,  reported  that  they  did  not  con- 
sider it  expedient  at  present  to  advise  the 
Presbytery  to  take  any  formal  steps  to  urge 
the  claims  of  the  Presbyterian  soldiers  at 
Woolwich  on  the  attention  of  the  authori- 
ties at  tlie  War  OfKce.  The  report  was  re- 
ceived and  concurred  in,  and  after  conversa- 
tion, bearing  chiefly  on  the  necessity  of 
strengthening  Mr.  Thompson's  hands  in 
his  ministrations  to  his  very  iiiimerous  civi- 
lian and  military  charge,  a  committee  was 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  providing  him 
with  an  assistant. 

Mr.  Wright  intimated  tliat  he  had  been 


in  correspondence  with  Presbyterians  in 
Exeter,  who  were  desirous  of  enjoying 
religious  privileges  in  connection  with  this 
church,  and  that  arrangements  were  so  far 
completed  as  to  hold  out  a  prospect  of  their 
early  formation  into  a  congregation,  if  the 
Presbytery  of  London  would  encourage 
them  in  their  proposal,  and  grant  them 
supplies  of  preaching.  The  announcement 
was  cordially  received  ;  and,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Duncan,  Dr.  M'Crie,  Mr.  Chalmers, 
and  Mr.  Wright,  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  confer  with  the  friends  at  Exeter,  and 
to  provide  for  the  commencement  of  public 
worship  amongst  them  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

Dr.  M'Crie  gave  notice  of  the  following 
overture,  which  he  intends  at  next  meeting 
to  move  for  transmission  to  the  Synod  :  — 
"  That  an  act  be  passed  by  the  Synod,  ex- 
planatory of  tlic  sense  in  which  this  church 
understands  the  doctrine  of  our  Confession 
relative  to  the  duty  of  the  civil  magistrate 
towards  religion,  similar  to  the  act  passed 
by  the  Free  Church  Assembly  in  1846,  and 
prefixed  to  the  questions  and  formularies." 

Mr.  Ballantyne  reported  that  Messrs. 
Anderson,.  Laing,  and  Thorn,  theological 
students,  had  passed  a  satisfactory  exami- 
nation on  the  subjects  of  summer  study 
prescribed  to  them  by  a  committee  of  Pres- 
bytery at  the  close  of  last  session. 


PEESBYTEEY  OF  BIRMINGHAM. 

This  Presbytery  met  at  Broad  Street, 
Birmingham,  on  Oct.  4.th.  Sederunt  :Revs. 
Dr.  Mackenzie,  Moderator  2»'o  iem.,  Lewis, 
and  Macpherson,  ministers  ;  with  Messrs. 
Craig,  Hossack,  Borthwick,  and  Young, 
elders. 

The  Rev.  T.  Macpherson,  as  convener  of 
the  committee  appointed  at  last  meeting, 
laid  on  the  table  a  report  relative  to  the 
Cape  congregation,  Smethwick,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  the  ordinary  attendance  on 
Sabbath  was  from  forty  to  sixty  persons  ; 
that  the  ordinary  income  for  the  past  nine 
months  of  the  present  year  amounted  to 
about  £46,  an  increase  of  above  £6  on  the 
previous  nine  months  ;  and  that  the  num- 
ber of  bona  fide  members  was  tliirty-nine. 
It  appeared  further  that  they  held  only  on 
sufferance  their  present  place  of  meeting 
on  Sabbath,  and  were  desirous  of  building 
for  themselves  a  church,  to  contain,  say, 
250 ;  and  estimated  to  cost,  say,  £350  or 
£400.  To  meet  this  expenditure,  they 
proposed  to  dispose  of  the  manse  for  £700, 
and,  after  paying  off  the  liability  thereon — 
say,  £400— devote  the  surplus— say  £300 — 
to  the  building  of  the  cliurch.  The  manse 
had  cost  upwards  of  £1,100;  but  £700 
was  as  much  as  could  now  be  obtained,  and 
though  a  low,  was  not  considered  an  unfair 
price. 
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The  deputation,  present  at  last  meeting, 
again  addressed  the  Presbytery  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  as  also  Mr.  Dunn,  the  probationer 
presently  labouring  there.  Thereafter  it 
was  moved  by  Mr.  J.  Craig,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Borthwick,  "  That  the  Presbytery, 
Laving  heard  the  deputation  and  the  trustees 
of  the  prospects  of  the  Cape  congregation, 
and  fully  considered  the  whole  matter,  do 
hereby  agree  to  sanction  the  sale  of  the 
manse  prospects,  with  the  view  of  procuring 
a  place  of  worship  for  the  congregation." 
It  was  further  moved,  as  an  amendment,  by 
the  Kev.  T.  Macpherson,  and  seconded  by 
the  clerk,  "  That  the  request  of  the  Cape 
congregation  for  consent  of  Presbytery  to 
the  sale  of  the  manse  be  not  in  the  mean- 
time granted."  The  roll  being  called, 
three  voted  for  the  amendment  and  two  for 
the  original  motion  ;  wherefore  the  Presby- 
tery resolved  in  terms  of  the  amendment ; 
from  which  decision  Mr.  Craig,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  court,  and  Mr.  Rankin,  on  the 
part  of  the  trustees,  appealed  to  the  Synod, 
and  craved  extracts,  which  were  granted. 

It  was  further  moved,  "  That  the  facts 
embodied  in  the  report  be  transmitted  by 
tlie  clerk  to  the  Home  Mission  Committee, 
tlie  Presbytery  expressing  their  opinion 
that  the  congregation  are  doing  as  much  as 
can  reasonably  be  expected  in  their  circum- 
stances, and  recommending  that  a  grant  be 
given  for  the  present  year."  Whereupon 
Mr.  Craig  moved  to  add  the  words,  "  And 
that  the  Presbytery,  on  receipt  of  such 
grant,  proceed  to  the  settlement  of  a 
pastor ;"  which  not  being  seconded,  the 
original  motion  was  adopted,  from  which 
decision  Mr.  Craig  craved  leave  to  enter  his 
dissent. 

An  appropriate  resolution,  expressive  of 
the  deep  regret  of  the  Presbytery  at  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  deatli  of  the  Rev. 
John  Angell  James,  and  recognising  the 
valuable  services  rendered  to  the  Christian 
church  by  his  writings,  as  well  as  his  pas- 
toral labours,  was  moved  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Mackenzie,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  G.  Lewis, 
and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

A  verbal  report,  relative  to  the  position 
ot  the  Stafford  congregation,  was  given  by 
the  clerk,  who  presented  for  attestation  the 
usual  Home  Mission  schedule,  and  laid 
on  the  table  the  account-books  of  the  con- 
gregation. The  schedule  was  attested  by 
two  Moderators. 

The  Presbytery  adjourned,  to  meet  at 
Broad  Street,  Bn-mingham,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  December,  at  eleven  o'clock. 

PRESBYTERY  OF  NOETaUMBERLAND. 

This  Presbytery  met  at  Alnwick,  Oct.  11th, 
and  was  duly  constituted.  The  roll  being 
called,  sederunt  the  Moderator,  Mr.  Benvie ; 
Messrs.  Hoy,  Anderson,  Huie,  Cathcart, 


Edwards,  Forsyth,  Edmonds,  Douglas, 
Fotheringham,  and  the  clerk,  ministers. 
Reason  of  absence,  from  Mr.  Fergus,  was 
given  in,  read,  and  sustained.  Reasons 
assigned  by  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Edwards 
for  their  absence  at  former  meetings  were 
satisfactory  to  the  Presbytery.  Minutes 
j  of  last  quarterly  meeting  and  subsequent 
j  meetings  were  read  and  sustahied.  Com- 
j  missions  of  Elders  fi-om  the  Kirk  Session 
j  of  Alnwick,  in  favour  of  Mr.  John  Mac- 
j  leish,  and  from  the  Kirk  Session  of  Felton, 
I  in  favour  of  Mr.  John  Coxon,  were  given 
in,  read,  and  sustained.  Mr.  Dinwiddle, 
of  South  Shields,  being  present,  was  asso- 
ciated. 

In  regard  to  Framlington,  Mr.  Ander- 
son reported  that,  in  accordance  with  in- 
j  structions  from  the  Presbytery,  he  preached 
I  at  Framlington  on  the  11th  September, 
and  declared  the  church  vacant,  and  there- 
after moderated  in  the  Session,  and  made 
arrangements  for  providing  supplies  for 
the  pulpit. 

In  accordance  with  previous  notice,  Mr. 
Huie  brought  forward  his  motion  that 
Framlington  be  reduced  to  the  rank  of  a 
preaching  station ;  on  which,  after  discussion 
and  due  deliberation,  the  Presbytery  agreed 
that,  without  altering  the  present  status 
and  relation  of  the  congregation  to  the 
church,  the  Moderator  of  tlie  Session  there 
should  be  authorised,  as  a  tentative  mea- 
sure towards  the  upraising  of  tlie  congre- 
gation from  its  present  depressed  condition, 
to  employ  a  preacher  lor  thi'co  months  to 
labour  among  them,  by  week-day  and  Sab- 
bath-day services,  and  that  the  Moderator 
bring  up  at  next  quarterly  mectmg  a  report 
of  the  result  of  this  experinient,  and  of  the 
financial  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
congregation.  The  Presbytery  re-appoint 
Mr.  Anderson  to  moderate  in  the  Session 
at  Framlington  till  next  quarterly  meeting, 
and  further  instruct  him  to  bring  the  case 
of  Framlington  under  the  notice  of  the 
Home  Mission. 

In  regard  to  Newbiggin,  the  convener  of 
the  Committee  on  that  station  laid  a  com- 
munication from  the  Home  Mission  on  the 
table,  to  the  effect  that  the  Home  Mission 
refused  any  grant  to  said  station.  The 
Presbytery  re-appointed  the  Committee, 
with  instructions  to  meet  at  Newbiggin  on 
an  early  day,  to  ascertain  the  present  state 
and  prospects  of  the  station,  and  to  report 
thereon  to  the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery; 
that  the  Presbytery,  if  they  see  cause,  may 
bring  the  case  of  Newbiggin  before  the 
Synod  at  its  next  meetnig. 

Application  was  made  for  a  Presbyterial 
certificate  to  Mr.  Clugston,  late  of  Fram- 
linglou.  The  Presbytery  regret  that,  from 
Mr.  Clugstou's  absence  at  last  meeting  of 
Presbytery,  an  opportunity  was  not  afforded 
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them  of  testifying  their  kind  and  brotherly 
regards  towards  him,  and  they  now  autho- 
rise the  Moderator  to  grant  a  certiBcate  in 
tlie  usual  form  with  their  best  wishes. 

The  Presbytery  iustriieted  the  Clerk  to 
communicate  with  the  deputation  from  the 
Home  Mission  appointed  to  visit  the  Pres- 
bytery. 

A  commuuication  was  read  from  the 
'Rev.  Mr.  Bannatyne,  lato  of  Warenford, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Presbytery  i-csolved,  that  the  next 
quarterly  meeting  be  held  at  Alnwick,  in 
St.  James's  Church,  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  January,  1860,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon. 
Closed  with  prayer. 

PRESBTTERT  OF  LANCASHIRE. 

This  Presbytery  met  by  appointment,  in 
reference  to  the  subject  of  Revivals  of  re- 
ligion and  the  state  of  religion  in  the  con- 
gregations of  the  bounds,  in  St.  Andrew's 
Church  Vestry,  Manchester,  on  the  22hd 
day  of  September,  1859.  Present :  Rev. 
David  Blellock,  Moderator  pro  iem.;  Dr. 
White,  Messrs.  M'Cavv,  J.  C.  Paterson, 
Davidson,  John  Clelland,  James  Paterson, 
Blyth,  Breakey,  and  Inglis,  ministers  ;  and 
Messrs.  John  Scott,  James  Halliday,  and 
William  Brown,  elders. 

On  the  application  from  the  congrega- 
tions of  Chester,  Bolton,  St.  Peter's  Liver- 
pool, Wigan,  Trinity  Church,  Manchester, 
Crewe,  Salford,  and  Shedield,  deputations 
of  ministers  who  have  been  in  Ireland,  visit- 
ing the  Revival  districts,  wore  appointed  to 
address  meetings  in  then-  churches,  on  dif- 
ferent times  within  the  month  of  October. 

Devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by 
Messrs.  Inglis  and  Clelland. 

At  seven  o'clock  the  Presbytery  pro- 
ceeded to  the  church,  in  which  there  was  a 
numerous  attendance.  The  devotional  ser- 
vices of  the  meeting  were  led  by  the  Mode- 
rator, Messrs.  James  Paterson  and  David- 
son. Addresses  were  delivered  by  Messrs. 
M'Caw,  J.  C.  Paterson,  and  Dr.  White. 


QUARTERLY  AGGREGATE  MEET- 
INGS OF  MINISTERS,  ELDERS, 
AND  DEACONS  OF  THE  LONDON 
PRESBYTERY. 

The  October  quarterly  occasion  of  these 
agreeable  meetings,  which  have  proved 
so  acceptable  to  the  ministers  and  office- 
bearers of  the  metropohs,  and  have  been 
attended  with  so  much  benefit,  took 
place  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the 
nth  ult.;  and,  by  special  request  of  many 
who  were  present,  the  following  brief 
account  of  the  proceedings  is  given. 

The  Presbytery  having  concluded  its 
sitting,  tea  was  served  up  in  the  college 


library  to  the  members  of  that  court 
and  other  office-bearers,  who,  meantime, 
had  assembled  to  be  present  at  the  even- 
ing assembly.  After  refreshment,  they 
adjourned  to  the  college  hall,  when  the 
Rev.  William  Keedy,  of  John  Knox's,  was 
unanimously  called  to  the  chair,  and, 
after  conducting  the  usual  religious  ser- 
vices of  praise,  reading  of  Scripture,  and 
prayer,  he  delivered  the  following  intro- 
ductory address : — 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the 
future  welfare,  prosperity,  and  extension  of 
our  Church  in  England,  that  we  should  feel 
a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  her  present 
position.  That  position  is  in  many  respects 
peculiar  ; — ppculiar,  inasnnich  as  our  Pres- 
byterian principles  are  not  understood,  nor 
inquired  into  by  the  people  amongst  whom 
Providence  has  cast  our  lot ;  and  full  of  hope, 
inasmuch,  as  sympathy  is  being  awakened 
on  our  behalf,  and  because,  from  the  pro- 
gress that  our  church  has  made,  since  she 
assumed  her  proper  position,  as  one  of  the 
churches  of  this  great  land,  we  have  the 
most  satisfactory  proof  that  in  proportion  as 
our  apostolic  and  scriptural  system  is  known 
and  studied,  does  it  commend  itself  to  the 
hearts  and  consciences  of  thoughtful  Chris- 
tian men. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  we  all  have 
her  welfare  and  future  prosperity  in  our 
hearts  whilst  we  labour  and  pray  for  the 
promotion  of  our  Divine  Redeemer's  king- 
dom, in  the  extension  of  the  church  uni- 
versal ;  yet  is  it  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  most  catholic  spirit  of  love  and  faith,  to 
feel  intensely  intei-ested  in  the  communion 
to  which  we  immediately  belong, — to  pray 
and  labour  for  her  prosperity;  and  this  all 
the  more  if  we  can  claim  her  as  the  church 
of  our  fathers,  holding  the  great  principles 
of  the  faith,  as  contended  for  and  held  by 
apostles,  prophets,  and  martyrs  in  the  ages 
that  are  passed  away. 

Too  long  did  we  occupy  a  false  position 
in  England,  and,  I  am  satisfied,  to  the  injury 
of  our  church,  still  too  much  of  the  dregs 
of  that  position  are  found  amongst  us.  A 
church  really  to  prosper,  and  become  strong 
and  influential  amongst  the  people  where 
she  is  found,  must  not  be  an  exotic,  a  foreign 
church. 

It  is  folly  to  attempt  this,  and  the  ex- 
periment will  be  a  failure.  It  was  so,  so 
long  as  we  were  merely  a  Scotch  church  ; 
and  it  is  easy  to  see,  that  one  of  the  first 
consequences  of  our  assuming  a  truly  Eng- 
lish position  has  been  that  degree  of  exten- 
sion, for  which  we  bless  God  as  the  haj)py 
omen  of  a  great  and  successful  future.  A 
church  or  religious  community,  in  order  to 
become  influential  and  powerful,  must  make 
it  he  felt  that  she  belongs  to  the  pcojilc 
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amongst  whom  she  is  found,  and  by  a  spirit 
of  wise  adaptation,  not  encroaching  in  the 
least  degree  on  the  first  principles  of  faith 
and  purity— to  their  modes  of  thinking  and 
feeling,  show  that  she  welcomes  them  into 
her  communion  with  heart  and  hand.  If 
we  really  believe  that  we  have  even  now, 
and  still  more  in  the  future,  a  great  mission 
amongst  the  people  of  England,  let  us  en- 
deavour to  win  them  to  our  communion 
by  such  methods  as  will  make  them  feel  at 
home  when  there,  nor  repel  them  by  the 
very  titles  we  bear,  and  a  determined  adhe- 
rence to  such  accidents  of  our  worship  as 
are  no  essential  part  of  our  system. 

Now,  brethren,  much,  under  God,  nay, 
everything  in  our  future  position  and  pros- 
perity as  a  Presbyterian  church  in  England 
depends  upon  ourselves  ;  upon  the  love  and 
affection  we  cherish  for  all  her  institutions  ; 
upon  the  patience  and  perseverance  with 
which  we  labour  and  sacrifice  for  tho  deve- 
loping and  strengthening  of  these;  upon 
the  intelligence  we  bring  to  bear  on  ascer- 
taining her  position  in  this  land,  and  tho 
sympathy  we  feel  for  it;  upon  the  encou- 
ragement we  give  to  her  ministers  and  ^ 
students,  often  discharging  their  duties  un- 
der the  most  trying  and  difficult  circum- 
stances ;  upon  the  exercise  of  mutual  for- 
bearance, love,  and  affection  amongst  our- 
selves ;  and,  above  all,  upon  the  earnest 
pleading  for  and  expecting  the  blessing  of 
our  God. 

It  is  on  behalf  of  these  objects  and  inter- 
ests we  are  met  here  this  evening,  forming 
one  of  a  series  of  social  gatherings  which 
have  been  found  eminently  productive  ol 
good.  It  is  a  good  thing  for  brethren  to 
meet  together  in  unity  and  love.  In  a  com- 
munity like  ours,  so  scattered,  one  of  the 
great  disadvantages  under  which  v,  e  lie  is  our 
ignorance  of,  and,  in  consequence  of  this, 
the  little  interest  we  feel  in  each  other's 
welfare.  AVe  seek  to  overcome  in  some 
measure  this  difficulty  by  our  present  meet- 
ing. Two  are  better  than  one.  We  often 
discover  that  we  only  need  to  know  each 
other  more,  to  love  each  other  better. 
"  Iron  sharpeneth  iron  ;  so  a  man  sharpcn- 
eth  the  countenance  of  his  friend"  (Prov. 
xxvii.  17). 

If  I  may  so  far  presume,  it  would  be 
just  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  do  hope 
that  one  of  the  chief  results  of  this  meeting 
will  be  to  deepen  more  than  ever  our 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  Divine  Lord's 
kingdom  generally,  and  in  our  own  be- 
loved English  Presbyterian  church  particu- 
larly, as  well  as  to  strengthen  our  own 
hearts  in  the  faith  and  love  of  the  gospel  of 
the  grace  of  God.  "  Pray  for  the  peace  of 
Jerusalem  :  they  shall  prosper  that  love  thee. 
Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity 
within  thy  palaces.    For  my  brethren  and 


companions'  sake  I  will  now  say,  Peace  be 
within  thee.    Because  of  the  house  of  the  1 
Lord  our  God,  I  will  seek  thy  good." 

On  concluding,  the  chairman  called  upon 
Mr.  Archibald  T.  Ritchie  to  take  up  the 
subjects  of  the  evening ;  and  this  gentle- 
man, in  rising  to  do  so,  explained  that  it 
was  not  until  Mr.  T.  D.  Thomson  and 
himself  (who  had  the  charge  of  these 
quarterly  arrangements)  had  unsuccess- 
fully applied  to  several  parties  to  give  in 
the  customary  viva  voce  account  in  rota- 
tion of  their  respective  congregations,  and 
to  others  to  undertake  the  paper  on  "Visi- 
tation," that  they  had  been  constrained, 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  interest  in  these 
meetings,  and  to  fulfil  the  promised  pro- 
gramme, to  arrange  for  the  papers  being 
done  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  who  would  thus 
reluctantly,  but  unavoidably,  be  neces- 
sitated to  intrude  himself  upon  the  meet- 
ing more  than  was  otherwise  desirable. 
This,  however,  would,  for  their  sakes,  be 
so  far  remedied  by  Mr.  Keedy's  supple- 
menting what  should  be  said  about  Mill- 
wall,  and  the  Rev.  G.  Duncan  performing 
the  same  kind  office  with  respect  to 
Rochester.  And  he  v^-ould,  therefore, 
without  further  preface,  proceed  to  read 
the  following  paper  respecting  the  former 
of  these  two  charges. 

MILLWALL 

Has  long  been  an  object  of  solicitude  to 
the  Presbyterian  brethren  located  eastwards 
in  London.  As  far  back  as  the  year  1845 
meetings  were  held  at  the  Isle  of  Dogs, 
for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to 
originate  there  a  charge ;  and  when  the 
enterprise  was  afterwards  abandoned,  a 
pretty  good  sum  was,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, handed  over  to  the  founders  of  the 
next  best  scheme,  namely,  the  local  British 
Day  School. 

Before  proceeding  to  give  a  return  of 
Millwall,  however,  in  order  that  its  former 
condition  may  more  clearly  be  appreciated, 
and  its  present  melioration  recognized  by 
contrast,  I  shall  quote  the  following  passage 
from  an  appeal  put  forth  at  the  latter  end  of 
18.50,  when  subscriptions  were  being  soli-  i 
cited  for  building  the  church  now  in  pro- 
gress of  erection : — 

"  Millwall  is  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Lon- 
don, situate  along  the  northern  bank  of  the 
Thames,  and  nearly  opposite  Deptlbrd  and 
Greenwich.    Inconsequence  of  the  number 
of  public  works  that  have  sprung  up  in  the 
district,  a  large  colony  ol  Presbyterians, 
'.  amounting,  it  is  sup])Osed,  to  above  1,000, 
.  have  settled  down  in  it ;  and  as  there  is  no 
{  church  of  their  own  comnmnion  within  an 
I  easy  distance,  many  of  them,  as  might  be 
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expected  in  the  circumstances,  have  sunk 
into  a  state  much  to  be  deplored.  Not  a 
few  have  become  the  victims  of  degrading 
habits;  some,  according  to  their  own  con- 
fession, have  not  been  in  church  half-a- 
dozen  times  within  the  last  ten  years  ;  while 
those  who  are  anxious  to  attend  the  house 
of  God  find  it  always  extremely  incon- 
venient and,  indeed,  sometimes  impossible 
for  them  to  do  so  ;  their  children,  in  the 
meantime,''  running  the  great  risk  of  ac- 
quiring the  most  irreligious  habits. 

"  Several  attempts  have  been  made,  at 
successive  intervals,  to  remedy  this  sad  state 
of  matters,  and  specially  to  establish  the 
means  of  grace  amongst  them  according  to 
the  form  to  which  they  are  attached,  both  by 
early  associations  and  by  conviction ;  but 
these,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  have  proved 
uniformly  unsuccessful,  and  left  the  people 
in  a  more  hopeless  state  than  ever." 

This  distressing  delineation,  of  what 
Millwall  was,  is  not  drawn  by  me.  It  is 
sketched  by  the  Committee,  composed 
chiefly  of  workmen  living  on  the  spot,  and 
feeling  more  keenly  the  deplorable  results 
of  the  sad  neglected  condition  into  which 
they  had  sunk. 

Many  of  the  same  men  are  still  with  us, 
though  others  have  been  drafted  off  to  other 
places,  or  sent,  as  heads  of  departments,  on 
The  Great  Eastern.  And  what  are  their 
feelings  now? — pleasure  and  satisfaction! 
Church  ordinances  every  Sabbath  ;  Sunday 
afternoon  schools  for  their  children ;  no 
less  than  three  weekly  prayer-meetings  at 
each  other's  houses,  in  rotation  ;  themselves 
taking  part  in  these  edifying  exercises; 
and  latterly,  not  without  a  hope  that  those 
clearer  manifestations  of  God's  Holy  Spirit, 
which  have  brightened  many  a  murky  spot, 
are  beginning  to  show  themselves,  even  at 
Millwall ;  while,  as  far  as  e.Kternals  are  con- 
cerned, they  have  the  delight  of  seeing  this 
long  hoped-for  jilace  of  worship  steadily 
rising  up. 

But  to  revert  to  the  narrative, — -The  first 
missionary  who  laboured  in  that  sadly-neg- 
lected field  was  Mr.  Alexander  Campbell, 
who  afterwards  completed  his  studies  in 
Edinburgh,  passed  as  a  Free  Church  minis- 
ter;  for  a  tims  was  military  chaplain  at 
Newport,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  ;  subse- 
quently occupied  our  Leeds  pulpit  for  some 
months,  and,  I  believe,  now  holds  a  charge 
in  the  west  of  Scotland.  He  came  to  us 
from  Greenock,  and  remained  until  Sep- 
tember, 1856. 

Mr.  Walter  Wright,  then  a  student  at 
our  College,  succeeded  Mr.  Campbell,  and 
remained  until  he  passed  his  examination, 
in  January,  1857,  when  he  was  almost  im- 
mediately appointed  to  Jersey,  and  now 
occupies  the  military  chaplaincy  at  Al- 
derney. 


j  After  some  months;  of  interval,  during 
which  the  supplies  were  various,  it  was  de- 
livered to  the  care  of  Mr.  Wm.  Dinioiddie, 
also  a  student  with  us,  who  contiimed  in 
charge  from  May,  1857,  until  the  17th 
August  of  the  same  year ;  when  having,  in 

j  his  turn,  passed  his  examination,  becoming 
a  licentiate,  was  appointed  to  the  more  ma- 
tured charge  of  St.  John's,  South  Shields. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  David  Father- 
ingham,  then  an  altimnus  of  our  College,  in 
his  second  year.  This  dear  friend,  who 
acquired  such  an  affection  for  Millwall 
that  he  called  it  "his  first  love,"  com- 
menced his  labours  on  the  9th  of  August, 
1857  ;  and,  by  accepting  a  call  to  Glanton, 
was  necessarily  obliged  to  relinquish  Mill- 
wall,  which  he  did  on  the  26th  of  June, 
1859.  It  is  now  under  the  spiritual  charge 
of  our  esteemed  student,  Mr.  James  Ander- 
son, who  seems  to  have  filled  up  the  void 
occasioned  by  Mr.  Fotheringham's  de- 
parture, and  to  have  gained  the  esteem  of 
the  people.  This  continued  succession  of 
the  alumni  of  our  College  shows  that  Mill- 
wall,  for  years  past,  has  been  one  of  the 
most  effectual  and  useful  bursaries  con- 
nected with  that  Institution. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement 
coimected  with  the  defraying  the  expenses 
of  ordinances  at  Millwall,  namely, — 


£  s. 

From  Home  Mission    77  10 

From  individuals,  friends  of 
the  cause,  not  residing  on 
the  spot    44  4 

From  collections  at  the  doors, 
and  from  individuals  resid- 
ing at  Millwall   32  13 

From  collection  at  St.  M ark's, 

Greenwich,  for  ordinances     5  0 

From     Mr.  Fotheringham, 
since  placed  at  Glanton 
first-fruits...   


1  11 


160  19  5 

Expended  on  the  mainte- 
nance of  ordinances,  from 
13Lh  Sept.,  1856,  to  2  1st 
Sept.,  1859   156    0  1 

It  is  due  to  the  resident  members  of 
Millwall  to  state  that,  besides  the  above, 
they  have  raised  £27  9s.  for  defraying  the 
rent  of  their  meeting-room. 

The  Building  Fund  of  St.  Paul's,  Mill- 
wall,  has  always  been  kept  distinct  from 
that  appropriated  to  the  current  expense  of 
maintaining  ordinances. 

Although  we  are  sorry  we  cannot  submit 
a  more  satisfactory  statement  of  this  fund, 
yet_we  trust  to  the  liberality  of  our  Pres- 
byterian brethren  to  aid  the  good  work  in 
its  progress, 

A  brief  summary  of  the  Building  Fund 
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is  all  which  can  be  given  at  present,  and  , 
may  be  summed  up  as  follows  :  — 

That  whilst  we  have  hired  ground  suffi-  ; 
cient  for,  and  laid  dovfn  the  plan  of  a  I 
church  eventually  to  accommodate  520 
sitters,  we  have  contracted  for  a  truncated 
section  of  the  eventual  building  only,  but 
having  the  full  front,  height,  windows,  and 
walls,  as  far  as  they  go,  to  receive  only 
about  two  hundred  and  ten  persoii.i,  to  be 
completed,  sans  railing,  for  about  £750. 
Subsequently,  the  ground,  which  was  found 
to  be  so  boggy  (eighteen  to  twenty-two  feet 
through  peat,  etc.),  has  occasioned  an  addi- 
tional cost  not  yet  strictly  ascertained. 

To  meet  this  we  have,  of  subscriptions 
and  loans,  without  interest,  by  friends  ol 
the  cause,  .£340 ;  and  have  negotiated  a 
loan,  to  meet  deficit,  of  £500. 

As  an  account  was  given  in  the  Septem- 
ber number  of  the  Messenger  of  the  cere- 
mony of  laying  the  foundation  stone  of  St. 
Paul's,  Millwall,  there  will  be  no  need  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  meeting  by  referring 
more  particularly  to  it  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, and  I  therefore  conclude  as  regards 
this  undertaking. 

In  conformity  with  the  order  of  pro- 
ceedings, the  Rev.  Mr.  Keedy  confirraed 
what  had  been  stated,  and  showed  that 
he  himself  had  been  the  first  in  the  field 
in  the  laudable  endeavour  to  rescue 
Millwall  from  its  neglected  condition. 

Mr.  Ritchie  then  resumed  the  relation 
he  had  undertaken  to  give  by  saying — 

ROCHESTER 

Ib,  almost  in  every  particular,  the  reverse  of 
Millwall.  Perhaps  there  never  were  two 
places  more  dissimilar,  or  which  afford  a 
choicer  opportunity  for  drawing  so  striking 
a  contrast  between  modern  utilitarianism 
and  the  romantic  antique. 

Millivall,  squatting  in  a  marsh,  and  laved 
by  the  fetid  water  of  the  Thames,  with  its 
front  rank  of  building-yards,  chemical  works, 
and  tall  chimney-stalks,  its  interminable 
line  of  honey-comb-like  houses,  requiring, 
on  the  part  of  their  occupants,  the  instinct 
of  the  l/ee  to  distinguish  between  them, 
only  intersected  at  intervals  by  a  flaming 
gin  palace,  or  a  swarming  beer-shop,  each 
adapted  for  supplying  the  greatest  amount 
of  liquor  in  the  least  possible  time,  every 
brick  and  rafter  in  the  whole  place  laid 
down  with  the  expectation  of  gain  —  of 
telling  to  account  in  the  banking-books, — • 
Millwall  thus  existing,  and  thus  depicted, 
is  the  very  embodiment  of  modern  utilita- 
rianism and  hard  labour,  famed  for  nothing 
but  its  great  public  works  and  its  gigantic 
undertakings ;  as  the  birth-place  of  the 
Great  Eastern,  it  can  never  be  torgotten. 

Rochester,  the  queen  of  the  Medway,  pre- 


sents, on  the  contrary,  an  aspect  replete 
with  scenic  beauty  and  romantic  interest. 
Perhaps  no  scenery  is  more  attractive  or 
delightful  to  the  eye  of  a  pent-up  Londoner 
than  that  which  presents  itself  when  ap- 
proaching Rochester  from  Strood,  when  the 
splendid  bridge  which  sp.ms  the  saline, 
crystalline  Medway  has  been  reached,  and 
the  eye  expatiates,  with  refreshing  delight, 
on  its  sloping,  sunny  banks,  studded  with 
smiling  farms,  clustering  around  Rochester's 
old  castle,  the  finest  and  best-preserved  ruin 
in  England ;  and  when  past  tlie  bridge,  and 
threading  one's  way  through  the  High 
Street,  to  Star  Road  Church,  what  an  array 
of  antique  fronts  and  ancient  peaked  gables 
present  themselves — every  house  a  memento 
of  former  greatness,  and  redolent  with  his- 
toric interest  and  its  own  peculiar  family 
legend.  What  a  contrast  with  Millwall, 
as  recent  as  a  bed  of  mushrooms! 

The  fine  old  City  of  Rochester  possesses 
an  ancient  cathedral  and  extensive  public 
schools;  and  contains,  with  the  contiguous 
towns  of  Strood   and    Chatham    (between  j 
none  of  which  is  there  the  least  interval),  a  i 
population  of  nearly  sixty  thousand  ;  but,  \ 
until  lately,  has  been  but  indifferently  sup- 
plied with  the  means  of  grace. 

It  was  thither  early  in  the  autumn  of  last 
year,  in  consequence  of  resolution  of  the 
Presbytery,  that  arrangements  were  made 
with  Mr.  Glanville,  the  owner  of  Star  Road 
Church,  to  send  supplies;  and  after  a  few 
I  Sabbaths  had  kindly    been   filled    up  by 
\  several  of  our  esteemed  brethren    of  the 
j  Presbytery,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1858, 
I  the  Rev.  John  Walker,  formerly  of  Alnwick, 
1  took  charge,  and  has  remained  administer- 
ing acceptably  ever  since,  and  spreading  the 
pure  seed  of  the  word  on  every  hand;  and, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  soon,  by  the  unani- 
mous call  of  the  people,  be  placed  over 
them  as  their  stated  minister. 

The  following  is  the  state  of  financial 
affairs  of  Rochester.  Since  the  charge  was 
assumed,  there  has  been  received — 


"  Home  Mission "    £50  0  0 

Pew  rents   46  7  6 

Subscriptions  by  parties  formerly 

connected  with  chapel,  and 

still  adhering    31  9  9 

Collections  at  the  doors    33  8  3 

Ditto  on  communion  occasions  5  18  2 
Moiety  of  enjoined  collection  at 

St.  Mark's   5  6  5 

Moiety  of  ditto,  at  John  Knox  3  3  11 


175  14  0 

During  the  period  which  has  elapsed 
since  the  church  was  taken  over,  the  ex- 
pense incurred  in  maintaining  ordinances, 
has  exceeded  the  above  by  a  small 
amount,  now  due  to  the  Treasurer.  %^ 

The  Rev.  Geoige  J.  C.  Duncan  con- 
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firmed  what  had  been  said,  and  expressed 
the  sanguine  expectation  which  he,  In 
common  with  all  the  other  friends  of  the 
Star  Road  Church,  entertained  of  its 
eventual  success,  and  the  great  benefits 
to  be  derived  in  that  part  of  Kent,  from 
the  unremitting  labours  of  Mr.  Walker, 
who  had  been  called  upon  by  the  indis- 
position of  their  chaplain  to  minister  to 
the  Presbyterian  troops  stationed  in  the 
garrison  of  Chatham. 

No  further  remarks  having  taken  place 
with  reference  to  these  Reports,  Mr. 
Ritchie,  in  continuation,  read  the  follow- 
ing paper — 

ON   DOMICILIARY  VISITATION. 

I  This,  like  all  other  arrangements  intended 
to  contribute  towards  the  proper  govern- 
ment of  Presbyterian  congregations,  should 
emanate  from,  and  be  under  the  super- 
intendence of,  the  minister  and  Kirk  Session. 
Consequently,  as  a  direct  inference,  it  is  to 

:  be  assumed  that,  in  each  congregation,  there 
is  a  commensurate  and  competent  staff  of 
elders  and  deacons,  in  accordance  with  the 
rescript  contained  in  "The  Directory  of  the 
Westminster  Assembly  for  the  Public  Wor- 
ship of  God,''  without  which  asscssorial 
staff,  however  godly  and  talented  the  minis- 
ter may  be,  it  can  hardly  be  considered  that 
there  exists  tlie  requisite  elements  for  the 
Presbyterian  government  of  the  congrega- 
tion. 

Assuming,  however,  the  sessional  staff  to 
be  complete,  visilation,  as  a  system,  ought, 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  divided  into  two  dis- 
j  tinct  branches. 

First,  Ministerial,  either  alone  or  accom- 
I  panied  by  an  elder,  at  the  option  of  the 
pastor,  which  should  extend  over  all  the 
I  congregational  districts  that  maybe  adopted 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  elders'  work, 
and  be  perfectly  free  as  to  xvhen  and  how 
conducted  ;  but  it  should  comprehend  all 
hearers  holding  seats,  whether  communi- 
cants or  otherwise,  whose  addresses  have  been 
ascertained,  and  as  soon  as  convenient  after 
they  have  been  ascertained.    The  minister's 
visits  should,  as  a  general  rule,  precede 
,  those  of  the  elder,  so  as  to  enable  him  to 
j  introduce  the  elder  to  any  family  or  indi- 
j  vidual  afterwards,  on  his  (the  elder's)  first 
I  visit;  a  duty  which  the  pastor  is  the  more 
I  able  to  perform,    inasmuch  as  while  the 
I  elders,  at  least  those  vrho  hold  this  charge 
in,  or  in  the  vicinity  of,  this  vast  metropolis, 
are  usually  occupied  during  the  day  in  their 
j  secular  engagements,  and  can  dedicate  only 
the  evenings  to  visitation,  the  minister  may 
be  on  the  field  of  operations  throughout  the 
day ;  and  thereby  possessing  greater  facili- 
ties, can  more  effectually  prepare  the  way 
for  the  subsequent  operations  of  the  elders. 


In  all  other  respects  as  regards  visitation, 
the  minister  should  be  considered  merely  as 
the  superintendent  of  the  elders,  on  whom 
should  chiefly  devolve  the  duty  of  visiting 
the  people,  the  minister  being  asked  to 
accompany  them  occasionally,  when  cases 
of  special  interest  or  alarming  illness  pre- 
sent themselves. 

Secondly,  Elder's  visitation,  either  alone 
or  accompanied  by  a  deacon  ;  this  latter  to 
be  preferred  when  practicable,  and  when  the 
possibility  exists  of  making  their  times 
conveniently  to  agree,  so  as  not  to  impede 
the  progress  of  the  work. 

To  render  this  more  effectual  and  more 
simultaneously  comprehensive,  the  whole 
territory  around  the  place  of  worship  should 
be  divided  into  as  many  visiting  districts  as 
the  nature  of  the  locality,  number  of  office- 
bearers, and  other  circumstances  may  render 
expedient.  Exact  boundaries  of  these 
districts  should  be  carefully  mapped  out  by 
some  one  competent  to  the  task,  members 
living  in  detached  residences  being  included 
in  the  district  most  proximate.  Lists  should 
thereafter  be  made  from  the  church  books 
of  the  residents  in  each  district,  and  an 
elder  and  a  deacon  appointed  to  each,  the 
former  providing  himself  with  a  book  or  roll, 
having  a  moderate  amount  of  blank  opposite 
to  each  name,  in  which vtp  record  the  dates 
of  visits,  and  to  make  some  apposite  re- 
marks for  future  guidance.  In  cases  where, 
from  habitude,  the  elder  is  well  known  to 
the  congregation,  he  has  only  to  enter  at 
once  upon  his  duties,  without  notice  or 
introduction  ;  but  where  districts  have 
recently  been  established,  and  elders  newly 
appointed,  more  preparatory  preliminaries 
are  requisite,  especially  in  this  heterogeneous 
metropolis,  in  which  few  know  or  seem 
desirous  of  being  acquainted  with  their  next- 
door  neighbour ;  in  this  case  a  prefatory 
personal  introduction  by  the  minister  is 
almost  indispensable.  But  when  this  can- 
not conveniently  be  accomplished,  a  note 
from  the  minister  or  session  clerk  should  be 
sent,  intimating  the  elder's  appointment, 
his  intention  to  visit,  the  evenings  of  the 
week  and  the  hours  of  the  evenings  he  pur- 
poses dedicating  to  those  visits,  and  request- 
ing to  be  informed  whether  the  periods 
indicated  will  be  convenient,  or,  if  not, 
when  an  elder's  visit  will  be  most  accept- 
able. 

Of  course  prayer-meeting  nights  will  be 
avoided  ;  and  Saturday  evenings,  unless  in 
cases  of  exigency,  should  never  be  chosen 
for  domiciliary  visitation. 

All  these  measures  having  been  taken  and 
preparatory  steps  adopted,  the  visitor  or 
visitors  have  only  to  connnence  proceedings. 
And,  here  let  me  observe,  that  scarcely  any 
means  can  be  adopted  which  are  better  calcu- 
lated to  cement  the  relations  between  tlie 
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congregation  and  the  office-bearers,  or  to 
confer  on  the  latter  a  wholesome  influence 
over  the  people,  than  domiciliary  visitation. 
Nor  do  1  know  of  any  duty  which  requires 
either  a  greater  amount  of  self-preparalion, 
by  study  and  prayer,  or  more  tact  than  this. 
A  Christian  elder  must  go  forth  in  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  God,  relying  on  his 
assistance,  and  considering  himself  armed 
with  His  authority  to  edify,  exhort,  faith- 
fully to  admonish,  and  even,  if  need  be, 
firmly  to  rebuke  ;  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
he  ought  by  his  affability  to  win  esteem  ; 
and  by  self-possession,  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  also  of 
secular  subjects,  to  gain  respect.  He  is  to 
1)0  serious  without  being  austere,  and  Jinn 
without  being  offensive  or  discourteous.  In 
short,  he  is  to  endeavour  to  keep  in  mind,  as 
much  as  possible,  the  demeanour  of  our 
blcnsed  Lord  and  Master.  With  which 
purpose  he  will  require  to  make  almost  a 
life-long  study  of  the  Saviour's  life,  so  that 
he  may  be  armed  at  all  points  as  the 
Saviour  was,  while  fulfilling  the  apostolic 
injunction  to  "  visit  the  fatherless  and  the 
widow  iu  their  affliction,  and  keep  himself 
unspotted  from  the  world." 

Soon  after  entering  the  room  into  which 
the  visitor   is  shown,   to  avoid  irrelevant 
conversation,  the  object  of  his  visit  should 
be  announced,  and  permission  asked  to  re:id 
a  portion  of  Scripture  ;    first  taking  the  I 
precaution  to  inquire  {tfiis  will  be  J'ouiid 
pery  useful)  whether  there  be  any  other  indi- 
viduals in  the  lainily  or  domestics,  or  even 
any  lodgers,  who  should  be  present,  or  may  ; 
be  desirous  of  joining  the  party.  A  few  visits 
to  any  family  or  individual  will  soon  make  ; 
known,  to  an  ollice-bearer  of  ordinary  obser- 
vation, whether  such  precautions  may  be 
again  needful,  and  also  point  out  to  hitn 
those  portions  of  Scripture  best  adapted  for 
each.      After  the  one  selected  has  been 
briefly    explained,    and   faithfully  applied, 
prayer  should  be  offered  up,  the  blessing 
pronounced,  and  (unless    some  speciality  ' 
has  to  be  considered  or  advice  given)  imme-  j 
diate  leave  should  be  taken  —  not  only  to 
spare  the  f.nnily's  time,  and  to  overtake 
other  neighbouring  visits,  but  to  give  as 
little  occasion  as  possible  for  ordinary,  and  j 
sometimes  very  ordinary,  conversation,  in 
which  not  a  few  are  prone  to  indulge  imme- 
diately alter  having  got  what  they  consider 
a  weight  removed  from  their  minds,  by  the 
elder's  visit  having  been  pretty  creditably  ^ 
encountered  and  done  with  ! 

Generally,  it  would  be  desirable  that  in-  : 
tending  communicants  should  be  induced 
to  obtain  a  recommendation  from  the  elders  . 
to  the  minister,  when  about  to  apply  for  ! 
admission  ;  and  that  the  minister,  without 
considering  such  to  be  imperative,  should 
foster  and  encourage  this  wholesome  ar-' 


rangement.  And,  as  a  subsidary  means  of 
increasing  congregations,  each  session 
should  provide  themselves  with  a  congrega- 
tional card,  suitable  for  being  put  into  the 
hands  of  recent  comers,  inquiring  strangers, 
families  when  first  visited,  and  so  forth'.  I 
offer  two  specimens — one  of  St.  Mark's, 
Greenwich,  and  another  of  Canning  Street 
congregation,  Liverpool ;  and  would  urge 
on  each  session  the  adoption  of  a  card 
somewhat  similar  to  one  or  other  of  these. 

I  am  aware  that  with  what  might  be  con- 
sidered a  mistaken  desire  to  economise  time, 
and  get  over  as  much  work  as  possible,  it  is 
ni)t  unusual  for  the  visiting  elder  to  arrange 
for  the  congregating  of  neighbouring  fami- 
lies together.  This  may,  indeed,  be  an 
economy  of  time,  but  it  is  a  sad  waste 
of  instruction !  In  elders'  visitations,  so 
much  should  the  reverse  of  this  be  the  case, 
that  if  it  were  practicable,  every  one  should  be 
seen  singly.  For  what  is  the  object  but  an 
endeavour  to  ascertain  the  state  of  each  in- 
dividual soul  ;  to  remove  its  doubts,  if  any  ; 
calm  its  fears  ;  strengthen  by  good  impres- 
sions its  indecision;  remove  clouds;  re- 
press its  extremes  in  fervour;  confirm  and 
build  it  up  in  its  most  holy  faith  and  joy  in 
believing,  and,  when  necessary  even  to  pro- 
ceed with  a  firm  hand  and  fearless  mind,  to 
correct  all  errors,  and  to  rebuke  all  short- 
comings ! 

These  desirable  atid  wholesome  results 
arc,  however,  greatly  impeded  by  the  pre- 
sence of  third  parties,  and  especially  when 
tliese  are  coinparatine  strangers.  For,  when 
numbers  congregate  together,  exhortations, 
injunctions,  or  admonitions  are,  not  unfre- 
quenlly,  rendered  unavailable  by  the  in- 
dwelling of  the  inherent  desire  of  casting 
the  blame  on  some  one  else,  and  by  the 
proneness  with  which  individuals — alas,  too 
frequently — seek  for  objects  around  them 
imaginarily  better  fitted  than  themselves  to 
bear  the  burden  or  to  apply  the  suggestion ! 

Elders  should  as  much  as  possible  avoid 
interfering  directly  in  the  raising  of  funds, 
or  in  soliciting  subscriptions,  at  all  events 
during  their  visits,  that  the  people  may 
acquire  perfect  confidence  in  their  disinter- 
estedness, and  be  assured  of  the  spiritual 
character  of  iheir  calls.  They  should  also 
resolutely,  but  courteously, decline  partaking 
of  refreshment,  that  they  may  the  more  con- 
sistently put  the  poor  and  the  opulent 
on  the  same  footing,  as  well  as  avoid  even 
the  possibility  of  being  "  spotted  by  the 
flesh."  I  have  carefully  observed  this  self- 
imposed  rule  from  first  to  last,  and  on  the 
calmest  reconsideration  offer  it  for  the  ob- 
servance of  all. 

A  line  of  conduct  such  as  has  been 
endeavoured  to  be  depicted  will,  after  a 
short  time,  render  such  precautions  unneces- 
sary, and  prevent  the  visits  from  being  a 
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waste  of  time,  and  entirely  nugatory  in 
regard  to  spiritual  impressions. 

There  is  one  branch  of  visitation,  and 
that  a  very  essential  one, — namely,  the  pas- 
toral care  of  domestic  servants  in  families 
not  themselves  Presbyterians — which  should 
not  be  overlooked.  Servants  so  circum- 
stanced constitute  a  considerable  proportion 
of  our  Presbyterian  congregations,  and  are 
generally  of  an  age  and  se.x  requiring 
special  oversight,  in  a  place  where  so  many 
snares  beset  the  paths  of  young  females  ;  and 
yet,  from  the  peculiarity  of  their  location, 
are  not  unfrequently  put  beyond  the  pale  ol 
pastoral  visitation.  1  made  several  bold 
and  .successful  attempts  to  overcome  this  in 
Liverpool,  by  writiug  for  and  obtaining  per- 
mission to  visit  servants  at  stated  times  in 
the  non-Presbyterian  families  where  they 
served.  But,  on  taking  into  consideration 
the  comparatively  slighter  sympathy  in  Lon- 
don than  in  Liverpool  with  our  peculiar  in- 
stitutions, I  cannot  counsel  its  adoption 
here,  however  successful  yonder  ;  and  would 
be  inclined  rather  to  recommend  the  promo- 
tion of  adult  Bible  classes,  or  special  Sab- 
bath services  for  domestic  servants  ;  either 
of  which  would  afford  sufficient  opportunity 
to  exercise  a  needful  care  over  those  who 
might  attend. 

It  may  have  been  observed,  that  I  have 
taken  no  notice  of  any  of  those  methods 
sometimes  tried,  with  a  view  to  make  visita- 
tion and  attendance  at  the  communion-table 
correlatively  efficient;  such  as  elders  leaving 
with  each  communicant  a  certain  card  before 
the  occasion  of  a  sacrament,  to  be  afterwards 
exchanged  for  a  token.  I  omitted  these  in- 
tentionally. For  besides  the  dependence 
which  such  a  method  presupposes  on  per- 
fect uniformity  of  visitation  in  all  the  dis- 
tricts— a  consummation  more  to  be  desired 
than  ever  attained  to — any  attempt  to  con- 
strain attendance  at  the  communion-table  is 
a  fault  of  equal  magnitude,  though  of  an 
opposite  description  with  that  of  too  lax  an 
attendance.   Both  are  equally  to  be  avoided. 

I  need  not  say  how  essential  and  beneficial 
it  will  be,  in  all  these  matters,  to  employ 
the  acumen — acquired  in  business — of  being 
extremely  observant  ;  watchful  in  all  inci- 
dents, to  forward  the  views  of  the  kingdom; 
to  be  punctual  when  appointments  are  made; 
faithful  in  fulfilling  promises  and  all  agree- 
ments ;  and  accurate  in  noting  dates,  and 
takiuf/  down  addresses.  An  occasional 
friendly  turn  done  spontaneously  and  cheer- 
fully— which  many  men  in  business,  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  busy  labyrinths  of  this 
vast  metropolis,  can  frequently  perform  to 
some  person  living  in  comparative  retirement, 
or  to  some  friend  or  branch  of  the  family 
strange  to  London  ways — tends  greatly  to 
open  the  way  to  greater  usefulness,  and  to 
dispose  the  hearts  to  a  more  cordial  welcome 


on  succeeding  visits.  But  even  in  this, 
which  partakes  "  of  giving  rather  than  of 
receiving,"  circumspection  is  requisite,  lest 
doubts  should  be  created  as  to  the  motive  of 
the  cordiality  which  greets  the  kind  service- 
able elder's  visit  :  a  feeling  which  ought  to 
spring  from  anxiety  for  their  own  eternal 
welfare,  rather  than  for  this  world's  benefits. 

Finally. — On  evtry  occasion  of  the  read- 
ing or  purging  of  the  communion-roll,  the 
members  ofSession  should  have  theirvisiting- 
book  (indexed  alphabetically)  in  readiness  to 
answer  questions  put  ;  give  notice  of  change 
of  address,  or  correct  wrong  ones  ;  transfer 
names  from  one  district  to  another,  as 
change  of  residences  takes  place ;  report,  if 
needlul,  as  far  as  ascertained,  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  communicant  ;  and  be  ready  to 
receive  new  names  from  the  communion- 
roll,  and  from  the  seat-letting  register. 

It  may  have  been  observed  that  in  this 
enumeration  I  made  no  allusion  to  the  elec- 
tion of  elders.  I  abstained  from  doing  so 
purposely;  being  under  the  impression  that, 
unless  in  some  very  prominent  cases,  these 
should  be  chosen  from  amongst  the  deacons ; 
this  grade  serving  not  only  as  a  preparation 
for  the  eldership,  but  also  affording  an  oppor- 
tunity to  judge  of  the  compatibility  to  act 
along  with  those  already  in  office.  For, 
when  all  resolutions  are  to  be  the  result 
of  many  minds,  compatibility  is  of  great 
importance ;  and  were  this  method  of 
adding  to  the  eldership  generally  adopted, 
the  pleasure  of  sessional  meetings  would  be 
enhanced,  the  resolutions  there  come  to 
would  be  more  unanimous,  and  in  execution 
carried  out  with  greater  vigour — a  longed-for 
consummation  which  would  remove  all  dim- 
ness that  may  obscure  the  lustre  of  our 
admirable  system  of  church  government, 
and  render  it  more  attractive  to  all  around. 

After  a  short  pause,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hamilton  and  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan  made 
some  observations  on  the  difficulties 
which  they  considered  to  beset  the  pasto- 
ral visitation  of  families  or  individuals  in 
the  metropolis  and  neighbourhood  ;  the 
opinions  of  the  bulk  of  the  people  on 
church  matters  differing  so  widely  from 
our  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the 
border,  where  domiciliary  visitation  is 
not  only  thoroughly  understood,  but 
habitually  expected. 

Mr.  Robert  Dundas,  of  John  Knox's, 
replied  fully  to  these  observations,  and 
no  other  person  manifesting  a  desire  to 
prolong  the  discussion,  after  agreeing 
that  the  paper  should  be  printed,  the 
benediction  was  pronounced,  and  the 
meeting  broke  up  about  its  usual  hour, 
a  little  after  nine  o'clock. 


The  English  Presbyterian  Messenger  Advertiser. 


HOLY  SCRIPTURE. 

THE  INTERPRETER,  No.   1  (to  be  continued  monthly),  price  2d.,  will 
appear  in  January.    A  Prospectus  will  be  inserted  in  the  Magazines  for  December. 
Simpkin,  Marshall,  &  Co.,  Stationers'  Hall  Court. 

NEW  WORK  BY  THE  REV.  DR.  BUCHANAN. 

THE  BOOK  of  ECCLESIASTES,  its  Meaning  and  its  Lessons.  By 
the  Rev.  Robeki  BucHAifAJf,  D.D.  Li  One  Volume,  cloth,  78.  6d.,  on  15th  of 
Norember. 

By  the  same  Author, 
I. 

Third  Thousand.    With  Maps  and  Flans,  price  78.  6d.  cloth. 
NOTES  of  a  CLERICAL  FURLOTTGH,  spent  chiefly  in  the  HOLY 
LAND. 

"  A  pleasant  and  very  valuable  contribution  to  am  Biblical  literature  is  this  hand- 
some volume." — Wesley  an  Times. 

"  Every  reader  of  the  Bible,  and  especially  every  expounder  of  it,  will  find  here  a 
most  interesting  commentary,  and  an  invaluable  help." — Patriot. 

II. 

Two  vols.,  cloth,  lis. 

THE  TEN  YEARS'  CONFLICT  ;  being  the  History  of  the  Disruption 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  illustrated  with  Portraits  on  Steel  and  Designs  on  Wood. 
Blackie  &  Son,  Warwick-square,  City,  London ;  and  all  Booksellers. 

NEW  WORK  BY  THE  REV.  JOHN  PULSFORD. 
Just  published,  elegantly  bound,  price  7s.  6d., 
QUIET  HOURS.   New  Series.   By  the  Eev.  John  Pulspoed. 

Fifth  Edition,  elegantly  bound,  price  6s., 
QUIET   HOURS.    First  Series. 

Edinburgh  :  Thomas  C.  Jack.    London:  Hamilton,  Adams,  &  Co. 

PLUMBE'S  GENUINE  ARROWROOT,  Is.  6d.  per  lb.,  should  be 
used  in  preference  to  any  other.  It  is  greatly  preferred  by  the  most  eminent  physicians 
ui  London  for  Invalids,  and  as  the  best  food  for  Infants.  It  also  forms  a  light  nutri- 
tious diet  for  general  use. 

Report  on  Plumbe's  Arrowroot,  by  Dr.  Hassall. 

"  I  have  subjected  Plumbe's  Arrowroot  to  careful  examination,  microscopical  and 
chemical.  I  find  it  to  be  perfectly  genuine,  and  of  superior  quality  ;  equal,  in  all 
respects,  to  the  best  Bermuda,  for  which  so  high  a  price  is  usually  charged. 

(Signed)  "ARTHUR  HILL  HASSALL,  M.D." 

Directions  and  testimonials  with  each  packet,  which  bears  the  signature  of  A.  S. 
PLUMBE,  3,  Alie-place,  Alie-street,  London,  E.  Retailed  in  London  by  Snow, 
Patemoster-row  ;  Ford,  Islington  ;  Morgan,  Sloane-street ;  Williams  &  Lloyd, 
Moorgate-street  ;  Medes,  Camberwell.    Agents  Wanted. 


THE   HAIR   AND  TOILET. 

CHURCHER's  TOILET  CREAM  maintains  its  superiority  for  imparting  richness, 
softness,  and  fragrance  to  the  Hair,  as  well  as  being  a  most  economical  article. 
Price  Is.,  Is.  6d.,  and  6s. 

Hovenden's  Glycerine  Soap  softens  and  beautifies  the  skin,  4d.  and  6d.  per  cake. 
Batchellor's  Instantaneous  Columbian  Hair  Dye  is  the  best  extant,  4s.  6d.,  7s.,  and  14s. 
per  packet.  Sold  by  Hair  Dressers,  and  at  R.  HOVENDEN'S,  No.  5,  Great 
Marlborough  Street,  W.,  and  57  and  58,  Crown  Street,  Finsbury,  E.C. 

N.B. — ^Wholesale  Warehouses  for  Combs,  Brushes,  and  General  Perfumery. 


Good  Stationery  at  Reasonable  Prices, 

At  G.  BLIGHT'S,  168,  Fenchurch  Street/  London,  E.C. 


The  English  Presbyterian  Messenger  Advertiser. 


GLENFIELD  PATENT  STARCH, 

USED  IN  THE  BOYAL  LAUNDRY, 
And  pronounced  by  Her  Majesty's  Laundresi  to  be  the  finest  Starch  she  CTer  nsed. 
When  you  ask  for  Glenfield  Patent  Staech,  see  that  you  get  it, 
as  Inferior  Kinds  are  often  Substituted.    Sold  by  all  Chandlers,  Grocers,  &c.,  &c. 
Wo^HEESPOON  &  Co.,  Glasgow  and  London. 


jCONSUMPTION  &; 


I 

THIRTY-FIRST  Edition  (Thirty-first  Thousand !)  of  Mr.  GEORGE  THOMAS 
CONGRBVE'S  Work,  showing  the  Causes,  Symptoms,  Peogeess,  and  Only 
Successful  Teeatmenp.  Post  Eree,  for  Five  Stamps,  from  the  Author,  Coombe 
Lodge,  Peckham,  S.E.,  ■with  recent  highly  interesting  cases  of  Cm-e. 

N.B. — At  home  on  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  Mornings  until  Twelve  o'clock, 
and  at  other  times  by  appointment. 


PATENT 
CORN  FLOUR. 


"  This  is  superior  to  anything  of  the 
kind  known." — Lancet. 

Obtain  it  from  Family  Grocers,  or 
Chemists,  who  do  not  substitute  in- 
ferior articles.  The  most  wholesome 
part  of  Indian  com,  and  preferred  to 
the  best  Arrow  Root ;  for  breakfast, 
boiled  simply  with  milk ;  dinner 
or  supper,  in  puddings,  warm  or 
cold  ;  blancmange,  with  stewed  fruit  of 
aU  kinds,  and  especially  suited  to  the 
delicacy  of  children  and  invalids: — 
Packets,  16oz.,  Sdi 

Paisley ;  77a,  Market  Street,  Man- 
chester ;  Dublin ;  and  23,  Ironmonger 
Lane,  London. 


ANOTHER  CURE  OF  AN  EIGHT  YEARS'  ASTHMATIC  COUGH 


BT 

De.  locock's  pulmonic  wapees. 

To  Mr.  G.  BountifT,  Chemist,  Lawrence  Kirk,  January  Slst,  1859.— "  Sir,— For 
these  last  eight  years  I  have  been  troubled  with  a  very  severe  cough,  accompanied  with 
tightness  in  the  chest  and  scarceness  of  breathing,  durmg  that  long  period  I  had  tned 
many  kmds  of  medicines  from  medical  men  and  others,  but  to  httle  effect,  until  lately 
I  was  mduced  to  try  Dr.  Locock's  Pulmonic  Wafers  ;  the  first  day  I  had  only  taken 
six  of  these  invaluable  Wafers  when  I  found  great  relief.  I  contmued  taking  them  tiU 
I  had  finished  a  Is.  l^d.  box,  and  began  a  2s.  9d.  one.Vhen  I  am  glad  to  state  I  now 
feel  myself  completely  cured."  (Signed)  JAMES  EJINNEDY,  Pensioner,  Garvock 
Street,  Lawrence  Kirk. 

De.  Locock's  Pulmonic  Wafees  give  instant  reUef  and  a  rapid  cure  of  asthma, 
consumption,  coughs,  and  all  disorders  of  the  breath  and  lungs. 

They  have  a  pleasant  taste. 

Price  Is.  lid.,  29.  9d.,  and  lis.  per  Box.   Sold  by  aU  Druggists. 


AN  OFPEE. 

CLERGYMEN,  PEECEXTOES,  OEGANISTS,  and  other  persons 
prsctically  engaged  in  promoting  Congregational  and  Sabbath  School  Psalmody, 
may  obtain  a  Specimen  Copy  of 

"THE  SABBATH  HYMN  AND  TUNE  BOOK," 

by  sending  the  postage  ftwo  penny  stamps)  to  Mr.  Wm.  Thodey,  Richmond  House, 
Plaistow,  London,  E.,  giving  their  own  address,  and  stating  whether  they  prefer  to  have 
the  Established  Notation  edition,  or  that  in  the  Tonic  Sol-fa  Notation. 

"THE  SABBATH  HYMN  AND  TUNE  BOOK," 

a  book  for  the  Congregation  and  Sabbath  School  (price  Is.  6d.),  presents  at  every  opening 
a  Tune  (the  Harmonies  revised,  or  entirely  recast,  by  JAMES  TURLE,  Esq.,  of  West- 
minster Abbey),  and  six  or  seven  Hymns  carefully  adapted  to  that  Tune,  and  marked  for 
expression. 

The  singing  of  the  "same  hymn  to  the  same  tune"  will  itself  be  a  revolution  in 
psalmody. 

The  Hymns  have  been  anxiously  selected  with  the  Lope  of  suiting  all  the  varieties  of 
Christian  experience,  doctrine,  and  emotion.  This  will  appear  on  the  inspection  of  a 
novel  index  of  subjects  of  "  Guide  to  the  choice  of  a  Hymn." 

There  are  77  Tunes,  and  467  Hymns.  The  prices  are,  cloth  flush.  Is.  6d.  ;  sheep,  2s.  ; 
French  morocco,  2s.  6d. 

"THE  SABBATH  HYMN  BOOK,"  price  Is.,  containing  467  Hymns,  large  type, 
is  also  ready.  1000  copies  of  this  book  have,  by  mistake,  been  bound  in  better  covers 
than  can  be  permanently  afforded.  The  prices  are,  cloth  flush.  Is.;  sheep.  Is.  4d.  ; 
French  morocco.  Is.  9d. 

Small  type  editions  of  the  Hymn  Book,  price  6d.,  and  of  the  Sol-fa  Hymn  and  Tune 
Book,  price  Is,,  are  contemplated. 

Great  Reduction  in  Price. 
THE  "PEOPLE'S  SERVICE  OP  SONG," 

a  Tune  Book  for  the  Pew  and  the  Home  Circle,  has  been  published  nine  years,  and  has 
already  obtained  a  large  and  established  hold  on  the  public  favour.  The  Publisher  now 
finds  himself  able  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  various  editions.  The  Pianoforte  and  Full 
Score  edition,  containing  212  Psalm  Tunes,  Chants,  and  Congregational  Anthems,  with 
four  verses  of  a  hymn,  in  large  type,  and  marked  for  expression,  accompanying  each  tune, 
is  reduced  in  price  from  7s.  6d.  to  5s.  It  is  extensively  used  in  families  for  Sabbatli 
evening  worship.  The  Organ  and  Short  Score  edition  is  reduced  from  3s.  to  2s.  The 
Tonic  Sol-fa  edition  from  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  The  Tenor  Part  (in  the  G  clef)  is  reduced  from 
9d.  to  6d.  The  Men's  Part  is,  as  before,  Is. ;  the  Women's  Part  is  the  same  ;  and  the 
Sol-fa  Women's  Part  remains  at  6d.  The  new  bindings  of  the  books  reduced  in  price 
will  be  slightly  inferior,  but  those  who  make  the  earliest  applications  will  obtain  them  in 
their  former  bindings. 

"  We  have  now  used  the  first  edition  in  our  own  congregation  for  some  two  years,  and 
it  grows  upon  our  good  graces." — Bible  Class  Magazine. 

"  In  all  honesty  we  say  that  we  know  not  of  any  sacred  Tune-book,  for  a  congregation, 
superior  to  this.  The  preface  is  fraught  with  the  most  common-sense  and  practical  sug- 
gestions.   The  indexes  are  admirable." — HomiUst, 

"  The  best  book  of  Psalmody,  in  our  opinion,  extant." — Daily  News. 

THE  CHILD'S  OWN  HYMN  BOOK. 

Price  Id.,  or  in  cloth,  2d.  The  sate  of  more  than  100,000  copies  in  the  last  half  year 
proves  the  continued  popularity  of  this — the  first  of  the  Penny  Sunday-school  Hymn 
Books.  It  is  now  carefully  remodelled,  and  considerably  enlarged.  "The  Hymns  are 
printed  for  "expression."  THE  CHILD'S  OWN  TUNE  BOOK  (81  Tunes),  in 
Three  Parts,  adapted  to  the  "  Child's  Own  Hvmn  Book,"  price  6d.  SCHOOL  SONGS 
—SACRED,  MORAL,  AND  DESCRIPTIVE,  including  the  "Child's  Own  Hymn 
Book  "  (containing  170  pieces).  In  cloth,  small  edition,  3d. ;  large,  6d.  It  is  designed 
to  aid  instruction  in  Schools  and  Families,  and  is  connected  with  appropriate  tunes, 
which  are  published  separately  in  SCHOOL  MUSIC,  containing  138  of  the  most  taste- 
ful and  popular  Melodies,  in  Three  Parts,  adapted  to  Voices  or  the  Pianoforte.  Har- 
monized by  George  Hogarth,  Esq.    In  cloth,  turned  edges.  Is. 

THE  STANDARD  COURSE  OP  LESSONS 

on  the  TONIC  SOL-FA  METHOD  of  TEACHING  TO  SING.    By  John  Curwen. 
Complete,  with  additional  Exercises,  Nos.  1  and  2,  in  cloth.  Is.  6d.    Capable  of  serving 
as  a  direct  Introduction  to  the  use  of  the  Established  Notation  in  any  popular  Tune-book. 
LONDON  :  WARD  AND  CO.,  27,  PATERNOSTER  ROW. 


Th»  English  Presbyterian  Messenger  Advertiser. 
Just  Publislied.    The  Fifteenth  Thousand. 


In  Imperial  4to,  French  Morocco,  Gilt  Edges,  Price  21s. ;  Real  Morocco 
Gilt  Edges,  258. ;  or  Turkey  Morocco  Flexible,  Gilt  Edges,  28s., 

THE 

radical  i  JtWkial  Jfamiljj  '^xWt, 

BEING  THE  ATJTHOEISED  VERSION, 
WITH  THE  MARGINAL  REFERENCES  PRINTED  IN  FULL, 

AND  THE 

COMMENTARIES  OF  HENRY  AND  SCOTT, 

Condensed  by  the  Rev.  JOHN  M'FARLANE,  iL.D.; 

AND 

A  COMPACT  BIBLE  DICTIONARY, 

« 

By  the  Rev.  JOHN  EADIE,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  etc.,  Glasgow. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Mr.  CoLLiNs's  "Practical  and  Devotional  Family  Bible"  is  a  work  of  great 
merit,  excellently  got  up,  and  of  surprising  cheapness.  The  explanatory  and 
doctrinal  notes,  which  accompany  the  text,  may  well  claim  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  being  selected  from  those  princes  of  Commentators,  Henry  and  Scott.  But 
valuable  to  the  private  reader  as  these  voluminous  expositions  are,  they  have 
always  been  found  too  long  for  the  exercises  of  devotion  at  the  family  altar.  It, 
therefore,  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  observe  that  the  labour  of  selecting  and  con- 
densing has  been  judiciously  and  faithfully  executed  by  Dr.  M'Farlane,  so  as  to 
bring  the  chief  matters  connected  with  every  chapter  into  a  moderate  compass. 
The  Marginal  References,  too,  are  of  excellent  use.  They  are  not  so  numerous  as  in 
many  Reference  Bibles,  but  they  are  well  chosen,  and  ready  to  the  eye,  being  con- 
veniently placed,  and  printed  in  full.  We  hail  this  publication  in  the  hope  that 
it  will  promote  Bible  study  and  Bible  knowledge  in  the  family  circle ;  and  surely 


The  English  Presbyterian  Messenger  Advertiser. 


no  one  can  be  ignorant  of  Divine  Truth,  who  will  deligently  peruse,  together  with 
the  Text,  the  Parallel  Passages  and  the  brief  Commentaries  of  this  precious 
volume. 


William  Arnot,  Glasgow. 
David  Arnot,  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 
J.  Bannehman,  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 
A.  O.  Beattie,  M.D.,  D.D.,  Glasgow. ' 
James  Boyd,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
John  Brown,  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 
James  Buchanan,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Edin. 
Robert  Buchanan,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
Andrew  Cameron,  Edinburgh. 
Henry  Cooke,  D.D.,  Belfast. 
James  Chaik,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
Wm.  Cunningham,  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 
D.  T.  K.  Drummond,  Edinburgh. 
R.  Dick  Duncan,  Edinburgh. 
John  Duncan,  LL.D.,  Edinburgh. 
John  Edmond,  Glasgow. 
William  Glover,  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 
Thomas  Guthrie,  D.D.,  Eklinburgh. 
JoHxV  Hall,  Armagh. 
William  Hanna,  LL.D.,  Edinburgh. 
W.  M.  Hetherington,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
Glasgow. 


Alexander  Hill,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
T.  T.  Jackson,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
Robert  Jamieson,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
George  Johnston,  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 
John  Ker,  Glasgow. 
John  G.  Lorimer,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
William  M'Clure,  Londonderry. 
Norman  Macleod,  Glasgow. 
G.  M  arshall  Middleton,  Glasgow. 
Archibald  Nisbet,  Glasgow. 
Willian  Peddie,  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 
;  Nathaniel  Pateuson,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
John  Robson,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
John  Roxburgh,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
David  Runciman,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
John  Smyth,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
William  Symington,  D.D.,  Glasgow. 
Andrew  Thomson,  D.D.  Edinburgh. 
W.  K.  Tweedie,  D.D.,  Edinburgh. 
Duncan  H.  Weir,  Glasgow  College. 
Etc.  Etc.  Etc. 


"  It  is  one  of  the  most  pleasing  and  important  facts  of  the  time,  that  the  Bible 
has'become  the  cheapest  of  all  books.  But  the  cheapest  of  all  Bibles  is  Collins's 
Family  Bible,  Edited  by  Dr.  M'Farlane,  with  the  Marginal  References 
Printed  in  Full,  and  a  very  copious  abridgment — well  digested  and  arranged — of 
the  Commentaries  of  Henry  and  Scott.  This  Bible  is  fitted  to  be  a  very  precious 
treasure  in  every  family ;  and,  being  well  printed  and  elegantly  bound,  at  a  price  so 
low  as  Twenty-one  Shillings,  is  brought  within  the  reach  of  almost  every  house- 
hold. It  is  not  only  the  cheapest,  but  one  of  the  most  elegant  Family  Bibles  I 
have  seen. 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 
St.  Paul's  Free  Chuhch,  Dundee." 

"Among  the  various  publications  of  its  class,  a  foremost  place  is  unquestionably 
due  to  the  'Practical  and  Devotional  Family  Bible.'  It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  of  any  substantial  improvement  of  which  it  admits.  The  Marginal 
Readings  and  the  Parallel  Passages  printed  in  full  are  a  superlative  advantage. 
With  respect  to  the  Commentary,  nothing  more  need  be  said  than  that  it  is  a 
judicious  digest  of  our  two  peerless  expositors,  Henry  and  Scott,  made  by  a  gentle- 
man whose  name  is  already  inscribed  on  the  roll  of  fame — a  name  that  is  a 
guarantee  for  all  that  is  required,  and  ten  times  more.  We  cheerfully  accord  to 
the  book  our  most  unqualified  and  emphatic  recommendation." — British  Standard. 


CHEAP  ILLUSTRATED  EDITION. 

The  above  Family  Bible  may  also  be  had  with  Thiett  Landscape  Illus- 
TEATioNs  of  the  Lands  of  the  Bible. 
Bound  in  Real  Morocco,  Gilt  Edges,  328. ;  or  Eeal  Morocco,  Extra, 
Gilt  Edges,  36s, 


I 


THE  BOOK  SOCIETY'S  PUBLICATION; 

FOE  THE  NEAV  TEAE,  1860. 


I 


Ready  on  December  1st.   Price  Is.  per  dozen. 
THE  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR,  1800.    By  the  Rev.  W.  Lincoln,  of  Walwortl 

Price  2d.  each,  or  28.  per  dozen. 
REVIVAL.    By  the  Rev.  R.  Maguire,  of  Clerkenwell.    Specially  addressed  1 
the  Unconverted. 

RUN.  SPEAK  TO  THIS  YOUNG  MAN  :  a  Motto  for  Christians 
Eev.  J.  P.  Chown,  of  Bradford. 

I  CANNOT  SAY  NO!     For  Young  Men.  By 
Westminster. 


By  tl 

the  Rev.  S.  Martin,  i 


BOOKS. 

Price  Is.  per  dozen,  post  free. 
A  Happy  New  Year  (for  the 

Young),  with  12  illustrations. 
Learn  of  Me. 

Abide  in  Me ;  a  Motto  for  the 
New  Year.  By  Rev.  J.  Smith, 
of  Cheltenham. 

The  Muffled  Drum.  By  the  Au- 
thor of  "  The  Faithful  Pro- 
miser." 


BOOKS. 

Price  3d.  per  dozen. 
Mary  Ann  B  . 

Price  6d.  per  dozen. 
Polly  Maythorne. 
Saved  as  by  Fire. 
Temple  Building. 
Babe  of  Heaven. 

Price  Is.  per  dozen. 
Happy  Lizzie. 

Three  in  Heaven.   By  Rev. 

A.  James. 
Vlhtit  a  Mercy ! 


BOOKS. 
Price  6d.  per  dozen,  post 
free. 

Come  Unto  Me ;  a  New  Year's 
In\itation.   By  the    Rev.  J. 

bMlTH. 

The  Great  Mutiny. 
Only  One  Life. 
Strokes  of  the  Golden  Pen. 
The  Clock  of  Time. 
The  Short  Candle 

NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 

BOOKS. 
Ragged  Tommy. 

Price  2d.  each,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Evening  Conversations  on  Sacred 
■  Subjects. 

Victory  through  the  Blood  of  the 
Lamb. 

HANDBILLS. 
On  white  paper,  6d.  per  100, 
Id.  per  dozen. 
Let  him  alone. 
Just  as  I  ami 


HANDBILLS. 
Price  Is.  per  100,  post  free. 
A  Promise  for  the  New  Year. 
Forward. 

A  Happy  New  Year. 
The  New  Year. 

Price  6d.  per  100. 
Follow  Me. 

Printed  in  Gold. 
Price  3d.  per  dozen. 
The  New  Year's  Wish. 


HANDBILLS. 

Now!! 

There  is  Room. 

On  coloured  paper,  Is.  per  100,1 
2d.  per  dozen. 
The  two  Negatives. 
Primitive  Christianity. 

Handbills  in  the  words  of  Scrir 
ture,  Nos.  1  to  12,  just  pul 
lished,  price  Is.  per  100,  2c 
per  dozen,  or  100  assorted  i 
neat  packet  for  Is. 

In  the  press,  18mo, 

or,  the  Life  of  a  Thief  as  seen  in  the  Death  of 


THE  PRISON  OPENED; 
Penitent.    By  the  Rev.  J.  Viney. 

Sixth  Thousand.  Now  ready,  price  2d.  each,  fancy  covers,  4d.  in  cloth  limp. 
SHALL  I  FOLLOW  CHRIST?    By  the  Rev.  J.  Kennedy.  M.A.,  F.R.G.S. 

Price  4d.  each  In  fancy  covers,  6d.  in  neat  cloth. 
SONGS  OF  HEAVEN. 

ISmo,  cloth  gilt,  gilt  edges,  price  Is.  6d. 
TALES  OF  THE  MARTYRS.    By  Rev.  B.  H.  Cowper. 

18mo,  cloth  lettered,  price  Is. 
SEVENTY  SHORT  PRAYERS.    By  a  Clergyman's  Wife.  ; 

Royal  32mo,  neat  cover,  price  2d.  each. 
THE  CONVERT  FROM  POPERY.    By  Rev.  J.  Adey. 

Second  Thousand.  18mo,  cloth  gilt.  Is.  6d. 
DANIEL ;  his  Life  and  its  Lessons.    By  the  Rev.  J.  Kennedy,  M.A.,  F.R.G.S. 
Author  of  "  Shall  I  follow  Christ  ?  " 

Second  Thousand.   18mo,  cloth,  gilt  edges,  price  Is. 
THE  CHILD  OF  PRAYER:   a  Father's  Memorial  to  the  Rev.  Dudley  A 
Tyng,  M.A.    By  the  Rev.  S.  H.  Tyng,  D.D.,  of  New  York. 

Third  Thousand.   Royal  18mo,  cloth  gilt,  2s.  6d. 
THE  TWO  LIGHTS.    By  the  Rev.  W.  Leask,  D.D. 

Second  Edition,  Third  Thousand.  18mo,  cloth  gilt,  Is.  6d. 
LIFE  ;  ITS  DUTIES  AND  DISCIPLINE.    By  a  Clergyman's  Daughter. 

Second  Thousand.  Just  published,  cloth  rIU,  Is.  6d. 
SUCCESS  IN  BUSINESS  ;  or,  Bible  Principles  Illustrated. 

All  letters  should  be  addressed,  and  Post  Office  Orders  made  payable,  to  HENR"' 
JAMES  TRESIDDER,  19,  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.C. 


